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10 February 2020 

Overview  

The Indonesian President Joko Widodo today addressed the Australian Parliament in a significant 

enhancement to the bilateral relationship between Indonesia and Australia.  

President Widodo acknowledged that the Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement (IA-CEPA) marked a new era of relations between Australia and Indonesia and stated 

that, “Australia is Indonesia’s closest friend”.  

Joint Statement  

The joint statement from Prime Minister Morrison and President Widodo focussed on Australia and 

Indonesia’s “shared vision for the Indo-Pacific, with the two leaders committing to strengthening 

bilateral relations.  

Prime Minister Morrison and President Widodo discussed the ratification and implementation of the 

Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA), as well as 

additional measures for strengthening cooperation, such as streamlining travel requirements and 

procedures, creating a shared dialogue on future energy sources, enhanced investment partnerships 

and greater strategic cooperation.  

Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 
Both Prime Minister Morrison and President Widodo welcomed the imminent completion of the 

ratification process for the IA-CEPA and the enhanced economic and development partnership that 

is expected to follow. They also discussed a 100 day action plan for the implementation of the 

agreement.   

The free trade agreement will provide a framework for Australia and Indonesia to improve their 

bilateral trading relations and foster greater economic cooperation between businesses, 

communities and individuals. With Indonesia predicted to become the world’s fifth largest economy 

by 2030, the IA-CEPA provides significant opportunities for the expansion of Australian businesses 

and markets.  

The IA-CEPA will be fully implemented and supported by the development of an IA-CEPA Economic 

Cooperation Program, the establishment of a CEO roundtable, a blueprint for trade and investment 

in Indonesia and the provision of assistance to small and medium enterprise exporters.  



 
 

 

 
 

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg today also reiterated the opportunity that Australian investment funds 

and superannuation funds have for investment within Indonesia. Increasing the investment 

relationship through these funds is a key part of the IA-CEPA agreement.  

Educational Collaboration  
The leaders also welcomed the announcement that Monash University will open a campus in 

Indonesia. This will be the first foreign university campus in the country.  

The joint statement also highlighted a continuation of existing educational programs, such as the 

Building Relationships through Intercultural Dialogue and Growing Engagement (BRIDGE) program, 

the New Colombo Plan, the Destination Australia Program, the Darmasiswa Scholarship and the 

Indonesia Arts and Culture Scholarship.  

Strengthening Strategic Partnerships  
Prime Minister Morrison and President Widodo together acknowledged the need for more 

comprehensive cooperation on strategic issues, such as justice, law, counterterrorism and security.  

The joint statement outlined Australia and Indonesia’s commitment to increased maritime 

cooperation. Particularly, the leaders referenced a desire to work together to strengthen 

cooperation in the Indian Ocean and in the South Pacific.  

The leaders also reiterated their commitment to the establishment of a co-deployment to a United 
Nations Peacekeeping Operation.   
 

Simplifying Travel  
Prime Minister Morrison also announced a commitment from Australia to simplify and streamline 

entry to the country for Indonesian travellers. He also stated that the Government would reconsider 

travel warnings issued for Australians going to Indonesia.  

Energy Dialogue  

Prime Minister Morrison stated that an energy dialogue would be opened between Australia and 

Indonesia, as both countries share the challenge of securing future fuel sources, and ensure that 

such sources are part of Australia and Indonesia’s development.  

Further Information  
You can find the full joint statement from the Prime Minister’s Media Centre here.   

Find the transcript of the announcement here.  

For more information about the IA-CEPA, click here.  

For further information on the joint statement or the IA-CEPA trade agreement, contact David 

Alexander on +61 457 400 524, Grahame Morris on +61 411 222 680 or Georga Nonnenmacher on 

+61 457 662 422. 
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