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21 February 2020 

Today, the Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced that a further $1.1 billion will be invested to 

upgrade RAAF Base Tindal.  This is in addition to the $495 million New Air Combat Capability facility 

that the Prime Minister and Minister for Defence Industry Melissa Price opened today.  Together, 

they bring Federal Government investment in RAAF Base Tindal to $1.6 billion and are part of the $8 

billion of spending over the next decade on defence facilities in Northern Australia. 

 

The $1.1 billion investment will address two components: 

- $437 million to maintain the capability of RAAF Base Tindal by addressing functional 

deficiencies and capacity constraints in the existing facilities and infrastructure.  Power, 

water and sewage will be updated and 108 new live-in units for Australian Defence Force 

personnel will be built. 

- $737 million to increase the capacity of the base to support air-to-air refuelling operations 

and to support the United States Force Posture initiatives by improving accessibility for US 

Air Force aircraft.  This includes building a new air movements terminal, parking apron, extra 

fuel storage facilities and extending the runway. 

 

The managing contractor will be required to maximise the involvement of local industry from the 

Katherine region and wider Northern Territory. 

 

The continued defence spending is in line with the 2016 Defence White Paper which highlighted 

investment in Northern Australia as strategically important for both national defence and regional 

engagement.  The White Paper will see roughly $200 billion invested in defence over the next 

decade.  The Government has previously committed to defence spending equivalent to two per cent 

of GDP by 2021. 

 

Pending approval from the Parliament, construction is expected to commence from mid-2020 and 

be completed by the end of 2027. 

 

 

To see the transcript of the Prime Minister’s Press Conference, click here. 

 

To see the Prime Minister’s Media Release, click here. 

 

To see the Department of Defence Project Overview, click here. 

 

 

For further information on the Government’s defence spending, contact David Alexander on +61 

457 400 524, Grahame Morris on +61 411 222 680 or John Fitzgerald on +61 488 111 568. 
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