
 

  

Barton Deakin Brief: National Royal Commission into Black Summer Bushfires Established 

20 February 2020 

This afternoon, the Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced the establishment of a national Royal 

Commission into the bushfires that affected large parts of Australia this summer. 

 

The PM has chosen retired Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin AC to lead the Royal Commission with the 

support of former Federal Court Judge the Hon Dr Annabelle Bennett AC SC and Professor Andrew 

Macintosh, a specialist in climate risk and impact management. 

 

The Royal Commission will focus on three terms of reference: 

- Improving natural disaster management coordination across all levels of government 

- Improving Australia’s preparedness, resilience and response to natural disasters across all 

levels of government 

- The legal framework for the Commonwealth’s involvement in responding to national 

emergencies and how that interacts with State and Territory legal frameworks 

 

This Royal Commission will occur alongside committee investigations and State level inquiries.  It will 

aim to synchronise and avoid duplication with those reviews. 

 

Additionally, the constitutional powers of the Commonwealth in a national state of emergency will 

be assessed following the compulsory call out of Reservists during the bushfire crisis. 

 

Although the Royal Commission will not investigate operational issues, as these will be addressed at 

the State level, it will assess the proactive measures that can be executed by the Australian Defence 

Force in future disaster situations. 

 

The Commissioner is due to present his final report by 31 August 2020. 

 

To read the Prime Minister’s press release, click here. 

 

To see the Terms of Reference, click here. 

 

See below for more information on the state government initiated inquiries: 

- For more information on the New South Wales Government inquiry, click here. 

- For more information on the Victorian Government inquiry, click here. 

- For more information on the South Australia Government inquiry, click here. 

 

 

For further information on the Royal Commission, contact David Alexander on +61 457 400 524, 

Grahame Morris on +61 411 222 680 or John Fitzgerald on +61 488 111 568. 
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