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On 17 March 2020 the NSW Government announced a $2.3 billion stimulus package 
targeted at supporting NSW health services and employment. 
 
The Berejiklian Government is responding to the health, economic and social challenges 
posed by the coronavirus and COVID-19 illness by expanding the capacity of the health 
system and supporting NSW business to keep NSW citizens in jobs.  
 
Funding boost to NSW Health 
 
The NSW Government will allocate $700 million to NSW Health to double the capacity of 
intensive care units, purchase more ventilators, acquire more medical equipment and 
prepare for further COVID-19 testing. Furthermore, this package will establish acute 
respiratory clinics and bring forward elective surgeries to private hospitals.  
 
NSW Minister for Health and Medical Research Brad Hazzard stated that the extra funding 
“backs the work of our doctors, nurses, allied health staff, ambulance officers and support 
staff in the fight to prevent the spread of and prepare for COVID-19”.  
 
NSW economic stimulus 
 
The remaining $1.6 billion of the package is dedicated to keeping citizens in jobs and 
supporting the NSW economy. This funding is allocated to areas of industrial relations, 
taxation and public asset management in order to encourage economic activity. The NSW 
economic stimulus includes: 
 

- $500 million to bring forward capital works and maintenance 
- $450 million to waive payroll tax for businesses with payrolls up to $10 million 
- $250 million for the employment of additional cleaners for public infrastructure, 

particularly schools, transport and other public buildings 
- $250 million to bring forward maintenance on public assets, including crown land 

fencing and social housing 
- $80 million to remove a range of fees and charges from small businesses, particularly 

bars, cafes, restaurants and from trade work 
- $56 million to bring forward the next round of payroll tax cuts by raising the 

threshold limit to $1 million in 2020-21 
 
The NSW economic stimulus package joins recent moves by the Reserve Bank of Australia 
and Federal Government to providing supplementary measures including resources to 
combat the coronavirus and support economic activity which is declining as a result of it. 


