
 

 

Comprehensive Update on NSW COVID19 Responses  

6th April 2020  

Background  
The New South Wales (NSW) Government continues to build on its response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. The New South Wales Government, like all Australian governments, is implementing their 

response as part of a strategy coordinated by the National Cabinet of Australia. As at the 6th of April, 

2637 cases of COVID-19 were recorded in NSW, an increase of 57 in the previous 24 hours.  

The NSW Government’s pandemic response has included additional social and public health 

restrictions, consolidating the capacity of the health system, streamlining planning policy to adjust to 

these circumstances, supporting small businesses, and building upon economic stimulus measures 

announced by state and commonwealth governments.  

Resilience NSW  
On Monday the 6th of April the Premier announced the establishment of a new agency – Resilience 

NSW. The agency will be led by Shane Fitzsimmons, the outgoing Commissioner of the Rural Fire 

Service. Resilience NSW, which will report to the Premier, will act as an operations centre for the 

government’s management, response, and recovery efforts. The COVID-19 pandemic followed a 

particularly devastating bushfire season, with many communities experiencing the consequences of 

both. This agency will take a holistic approach to rebuilding these communities in the face of such 

significant challenges.  

Health Capacity Building 
The NSW Government on 1st April called upon manufacturers in the private sector to bolster the 

state’s supply of medical equipment and hygiene products, launching a portal for companies to 

register and coordinate with the NSW Government. The Premier, the Hon Gladys Berejiklian said 

“this is a call to arms for NSW manufacturers to look at ways to convert production lines into making 

the items we so desperately need”. Over the following day five hundred businesses had registered.  

The announcement from the Premier and the Minister for Jobs, Investment, Tourism and 

Western Sydney, the Hon Stuart Ayers MP can be found here.  

 

Public Health Measures  
The NSW Government, in concert with other state and territory Governments, has introduced 

further restrictions on movement and activity to control COVID-19 cases. On 31st March and the 4th 

April, using his powers under section 7 of the Public Health Act, the Minister for Health and Medical 

Research, the Hon Brad Hazzard, directed the closure of all non-essential retail and entertainment 

facilities, and restricted the following activities:  

- Non-essential movement outside an individual’s home 

- Gatherings of more than 2 people except where for:  

o Work purposes  

o The individuals are part of a household 

o Moving residences 

o A wedding (no more than 5)  

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/COVID19-response


 

 

o A funeral (no more than 10 – excluding celebrants)  

o For care or emergency assistance  

o Where part of an open-house inspection.  

o Where part of an auction for food supply. 

NSW policy have been given additional powers to enforce these measures, including the authority to 

issue on-the-spot fines.  

Further detail on the rules can be found here.  

 

Planning Policy  
The shifting demands of social restrictions have meant that planning policy has been adjusted to 

provide additional flexibility for businesses. 

 

Planning Acceleration Program  

The Minister for Planning and Public Spaces, the Hon Rob Stokes, announced on 3rd April a Planning 

Acceleration Program. The program will fast-track approval processes for development applications, 

rezoning, and state-significant development. Moreover, the Minister has announced that industry 

will have access to a ‘one stop shop’ for accessing services related to the approval process. Acting 

Commissioners will be appointed to manage the backlog of cases in the Land & Environment Court.  

Extended Days for Construction Work  

The Minister also relaxed existing restrictions on weekday construction site operating hours and 

weekend and public holiday construction work. The Minister will review this process for any adverse 

impacts to the surrounding community. This allows construction workers to abide by social 

distancing practices while working 

Flexibility for Food Providers  

Alternative food providers – including food trucks and kitchens approved for public use – can be 

repurposed to provide takeaway or food delivery services. The premises must abide by existing 

development conditions, including those relating to noise and vehicle obstruction.  

A full summary of these orders can be found here.  

Small Business Support 
The Treasurer, the Hon Dominic Perrottet MP, announced on 3rd April an additional $750 million for 

the Small Business Support Fund as an additional measure to mitigate the impact of COVID19 on 

small businesses. Grants of up to $10,000 will be distributed through the fund, which is modelled off 

direct financial assistance provided to bushfire-affected businesses. The government will be utilising 

the service infrastructure created in response to the bushfire crisis to assist affect businesses.  

Eligibility requirements for businesses are:   

- To have 1 to 19 employees and a turnover greater than $75,000 

- A total payroll of less than $900,000  

https://preview.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/public-health-orders
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/COVID19-response


 

 

- Be highly impacted by the Public Health (COVID-19 Restrictions on Gathering and Movement) 

Order 2020 (described here under ‘public health measures’) 

This commitment adds to stimulus measures announced the previous week, which included tax 

relief and financial assistance for businesses. 

The full announcement on the grants, including details on eligibility, can be found here.  

Further Information 
For more information on the NSW response to the Coronavirus crisis, see the briefs from Barton 

Deakin on: NSW Pandemic Responses Part 1, NSW Pandemic Responses Part 2 ,  NSW Economic 

Stimulus Part 1 and NSW Economic Stimulus Part 2  

For Commonwealth Responses see Barton Deakin Briefs on Economic Stimulus Part 1, Economic 

Stimulus Part 2, Pandemic Responses, and the important agencies and stakeholders.   

For other jurisdictions, see Briefs from Barton Deakin and Hawker Britton on the Victorian 

Government economic and healthcare response, the ACT Covid-19 Stimulus Package, the Northern 

Territory Economic Response, the Queensland Government response, the South Australian Stimulus 

Package, and the Western Australian Economic Stimulus Package.  

For more information, please contact Anthony Benscher on +61 438 439 431, Nicholas Rigby or 

Terry Duggan on +61 2 9191 7888. 

To stay up to date with the affairs of Coalition Governments and Oppositions around Australia, 

you can follow Barton Deakin on Twitter and LinkedIn. For more information on Barton Deakin 

please visit our website. 
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