
 

  

Barton Deakin Brief: Precis of this Week’s Federal Government Measures 
3 April 2020 

Overview 

 

This week, the Government has taken additional steps to achieve its goals of protecting Australians’ 

health, securing Australians’ jobs and setting Australia up to bounce back when the virus outbreak is 

over.  On Monday, Prime Minister Scott Morrison and Treasurer Josh Frydenberg announced the 

third tranche of stimulus measures by way of $130 billion in wage subsidies.  On Wednesday, the 

Government committed an extra $49.8 million to the Export Market Development Grants program 

and $110 million to help keep the agricultural and fisheries industries afloat with Government 

supported air transport.  On Thursday, alongside the Education Minister Dan Tehan and Attorney-

General Christian Porter, the Prime Minister announced support for childcare and changes to 

modern awards that will help Australian workers through the crisis.  On Friday, the National COVID-

19 Coordination Commission released a statement about shoring up manufacturing of essential 

supplies.  

 

Third Tranche Economic Stimulus Package - $130 billion wage subsidy 

 

Approximately six million employees will be eligible to receive a flat rate of $1,500 per fortnight 

through their employers, who will be reimbursed by the Government.  The six month JobKeeper 

payment reduces the wages bill for businesses, keeps staff employed and takes the pressure off 

Centrelink, which will not be responsible for administering the payment.  The ATO will begin 

payments to businesses from the first week of May. 

 

The scheme applies to both small and large employers who have seen turnover fall by 30 and 50 per 

cent respectively and includes businesses structured as companies, partnerships, trusts and sole 

traders.  Not-for-profit entities, including charities are also eligible.  Businesses are legally obliged to 

pass on these payments and the ATO will use the single touch payroll system to ensure that this is 

happening. 

 

Individuals are eligible if they are full or part-time workers, sole traders, and casual workers who 

have been on the company’s books for at least 12 months.  Individuals can only receive the payment 

from one employee and must have been on the books as of 1st March.  Businesses can put 

individuals back on the books if they were recently stood down. 

 

See the Barton Deakin Brief on the Third Tranche Economic Stimulus Package for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/03/300320-Third-Stimulus-Package-EDITED.pdf


 

 

Export Market Development Grants (EMDG) 

 

The EMDG is intended to minimise marketing costs incurred by businesses seeking new overseas 

markets.  Businesses will be entitled to additional cost reimbursements up to a maximum of 50 per 

cent of the total eligible marketing expenses around the world.  Sunk costs for this financial year are 

also eligible for the grants, recognising that the expenditure decision may have been made before 

the magnitude of the crisis became apparent. 

 

See the Barton Deakin Brief on the Export and Tourism Rescue Package for more information. 

 

Supporting the agricultural and fisheries industries by securing freight and waiving fees 

 

The Government has established the International Freight Assistance Mechanism, which will see 

return flights taking agricultural and fish products from Australia and bringing medical supplies, 

medicines and equipment for the Coronavirus response back to Australia. 

 

The first flight is expected to leave within two weeks and is intended to run for a maximum of six 

months or until ordinary commercial markets return.  To oversee this program, Mr Michael Byrne 

has been appointed as the International Freight Coordinator General. 

 

For further information and to register interest in the Mechanism, see here. 

 

Childcare Package 

 

On Thursday, the Government committed to paying 50 per cent of the sector’s fee revenue up to the 

existing hourly rate cap based on a point in time before parents started withdrawing their children in 

large numbers.  This commitment is contingent on services remaining open and families not being 

charged for care.  The funding will apply from 6th April based on the number of children who were in 

care during the fortnight leading up to 2nd March.  The scheme has been costed at $1.6 billion over 

the next three months. 

 

See the Government’s Press Release and the Departmental Release for more information. 

 

Industrial Relations 

 

At the press conference on Thursday, the Attorney-General Christian Porter explained that three key 

modern awards will be changed to help those affected by the Coronavirus pandemic, covering about 

two million workers.  These changes are to restaurants, hospitality and the so called clerks awards.  

The changes will allow individuals to work from home and to double the duration of annual leave at 

half the rate. Of the 121 modern awards, 103 will be able to take two weeks of unpaid pandemic 

leave.  These changes are being reviewed by the Fair Work Commission and are expected to be 

approved in the coming week. 

 

See the Fair Work Commission Report for greater detail on the status and affected individuals. 

 

https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/04/Barton-Deakin-Brief-Export-and-Tourism-Rescue-Package.pdf
https://haveyoursay.agriculture.gov.au/
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/early-childhood-education-and-care-relief-package
https://docs.education.gov.au/system/files/doc/other/covid-19_information_sheet_for_child_care_providers_up_to_5_april_2020_0.pdf
https://www.fwc.gov.au/documents/decisionssigned/html/pdf/2020fwcfb1760.pdf


 

 

National COVID-19 Coordination Commission working with manufacturers 

 

Commissioners in the National COVID-19 Coordination Commission, Greg Combet AM and Catherine 

Tanna, are working to shore up the provision of essential products like personal protective 

equipment and to ensure that vital supply chains remain flow with critical goods. 

 

The Commission has two key roles: to help minimise and mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on jobs 

and businesses, and to facilitate the fastest recovery possible once the crisis has passed. 

 

See the Media Release. 

 

Additional information on Government Coronavirus announcements 

 

A Business Guide to Who’s Who in Government Response 

 

First Federal Economic Stimulus Package 

 

Second Federal Economic Stimulus Package 

 

Third Federal Economic Stimulus Hibernation Package 

 

Export and Tourism Rescue Package 

 

NSW Stage One Stimulus Package 

 

NSW Stage Two Stimulus Package 

 

NSW COVID-19 Further Emergency Measures 

 

NSW Pandemic Planning 

 

SA COVID-19 Stimulus Package and Further Stimulus Measures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information, contact David Alexander on +61 457 400 524, Grahame Morris on +61 411 

222 680 or John Fitzgerald on +61 488 111 568. 

https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/04/NCCC-Media-Release.pdf
https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/03/Whos-Who-v3.pdf
https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/03/120320-COVID-19-Stimulus-Package-FINAL.pdf
https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/03/Barton-Deakin-Brief-Second-Federal-Economic-Stimulus-Package-2.pdf
https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/03/300320-Third-Stimulus-Package-EDITED.pdf
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https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/03/Barton-Deakin-Brief-NSW-COVID-19-Stimulus-Package.pdf
https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/03/270320-Barton-Deakin-Stage-Two-Stimulus-NSW.pdf
https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/03/NSW-Pandemic-Response-Part-two.pdf
https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/03/20-03-23-Barton-Deakin-Brief-NSW-New-COVID-19-Restrictions-FINAL-1.pdf
https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/03/Barton-Deakin-Brief-SA-COVID-19-Stimulus-Package-23032020.pdf
https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/03/Barton-Deakin-Brief-SA-COVID19-Stimulus-260320.pdf
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