
 

 

NSW COVID-19 Reform & Recovery Update  

24th April 2020  

As at Thursday 23rd April, NSW Health reported that 7352 tests had been conducted in the previous 

24hrs returning a total of seven positive results. This is part of a consistent downward trend, with 

the preceding 24hr period reporting 5645 tests and five positive results. The NSW Government 

strategy is part of a coordinated national approach. As a result, the NSW Government focus is 

shifting from response to recovery. Major policy initiatives have focused on planning reform, 

infrastructure projects, and support for communities and small businesses 

Prospective  
In NSW the per-capita rate of testing is now amongst the highest in the world. On the 17th April, the 

Premier, the Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP, set a target testing capability of 4500 per day. This target 

was reached and exceeded the following week. The Government is encouraged by the reduced 

number of positive COVID-19 results in concert with significantly higher testing. Greater levels of 

testing also enable the Government to have a more complete picture of transmission, providing 

additional confidence in the Government’s capacity to conducted targeted containment measures 

during a draw-down of restrictions.  

The Government continues to exercise caution in relaxing COVID-19 restrictions. The Premier stated 

that NSW Health was aiming to ‘triple or quadruple’ COVID-19 treatment capacity in order to 

prepare the state for ‘what would occur if we raised restrictions.’ 

At a joint press conference with representatives from Catholic Schools NSW and the Independent 

Schools Association, the Minister for Education, the Hon Sarah Mitchell MLC, outlined a staged 

roadmap for schools to return to face-to-face learning. Starting at week 3 of Term 2, students will 

return to school in stages. Initially schools will operate a roster whereby students will rotate through 

school facilities, commencing at one day per week. The Department of Education will progressively 

increase the number of physical schooling days, carefully monitoring the impact. The Government is 

aiming for regular schooling to commence at the start of Term 2.  The Catholic and Independent 

sectors are coordinating closely with government on this matter.  

At the request of the Leader of the House, the Hon Andrew Constance MP, the Speaker will recall 

the Legislative Assembly on the 12th May. The Speaker, the Hon Jonathon O’Dea MP, stated that the 

House will consider ‘urgent legislation related to the COVID-19 pandemic.’ The Government has 

tabled statutory instruments relating to pharmaceuticals regulation, building and construction 

certifiers, and court procedural rules, for consideration by the House.  

The pandemic has induced significant economic challenges, with bold policy responses required 

from Government in the long term. The Treasurer, the Hon Dominic Perrottet MP, is due to receive 

the final report of the Review of Federal Financial Relations in the coming weeks. The Treasurer has 

cited enhanced productivity growth and reforming federation as future policy goals. The National 

Cabinet could continue as a policy forum for this purpose.  

Policy initiatives from the NSW Government this week focused on planning reform, infrastructure 

investment, community support, and supporting business and industry.  

https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/states-must-kick-start-a-more-productive-economy-20200421-p54lu4


 

 

Planning and Industry Policy   
The Minister for Population, Cities and Urban Infrastructure met with the Local Government 

Association and state and territory Planning Ministers on 20th April. National agreement was reached 

among the parties on ensuring that planning approvals would maintain their usual pace despite 

present economic conditions. The ministers agreed to look at more innovative ways of conducting 

approval processes, to share information, and to reduce the regulatory hurdles for planning 

applications. These principles have coloured existing planning reforms in New South Wales and will 

continue to do so.  

On the 24th April, the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces and the Minister for Energy and 

Environment announced additional support for the renewable energy sector. The Government will 

allow large-scale solar systems to be installed on homes and commercial buildings without council 

approval. The new initiative will also support the construction of electrical storage and battery 

storage systems within the existing network. This builds upon the NSW Governments $75 million 

Emerging Energy Program by providing regulatory relief for some beneficiaries.  

On the 23rd April the Minister for Water, Property and Housing and the Minister for Family and 

Community Services announced that Community Housing Providers (CHPs) would be able to apply 

for extensions of existing lease arrangements with the Land and Housing Corporation. Applications 

will open for ‘Tier One’ providers, followed by applications opening for ‘Tier Two’ and ‘Tier Three’ 

providers. Under existing arrangements, CHPs manage a three-year lease with the Land and Housing 

Corporation. This initiative will allow CHPs to extend the lease period to twenty years. The program 

will secure income streams for providers over the long term, enhancing their ability to borrow and 

invest in capital maintenance.  

The Deputy Premier, the Hon John Barilaro MP, announced financial and regulatory relief for the 

NSW resources sector. Under the program, payments for Exploration Licences and Assessment Lease 

Applications will be deferred for up to six months. Moreover, the Government has also announced  

$2.2 million in grants for prospectors looking for gold, copper and precious metals. The Minister 

noted that at present 40 mining projects worth $20 billion can benefit from the initiative.  

Infrastructure  
The Minister for Transport and Roads, the Hon Andrew Constance MP, confirmed that the NSW 

Government will be maintaining and accelerating infrastructure programs as a critical component of 

the recovery effort. Despite economic pressures, the government remains committed to the $57.5 

billion four-year infrastructure pipeline. The Government will also be examining infrastructure 

projects which can be accelerated and brought forward in order to provide economic stimulus. 

Transport for NSW is also conducting critical maintenance work – such as on the M5 East Motorway 

and the Sydney Harbour Tunnel – enabled by significantly reduced vehicle traffic.  

Whilst public transport patronage has fallen significantly as a result of compliance with social 

distancing measures, the Government recognises the need to maintain the network and the supply 

chain that it supports.  

https://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/tudge/media-release/planning-ministers-commit-keeping-approvals-running
https://www.nsw.gov.au/news/planning-changes-to-support-growth-renewable-energy-projects
https://www.afr.com/property/commercial/nsw-lease-extensions-open-up-funding-for-housing-providers-20200421-p54lqn
https://www.nsw.gov.au/news/mining-sector-key-to-recovery-from-drought-bushfires-and-covid-19-regional-nsw
https://www.nsw.gov.au/news/nsw-transport-and-roads-projects-keeping-130000-people-jobs


 

 

Health  
The Minister for Health and Medical Research, the Hon Brad Hazzard MP, has committed $25 million 

to medical research for treatment, containment, and prevention of COVID-19. This will also include 

research into the wider health impacts of the pandemic, including the impact of containment 

measures. This commitment is part of the $800 million that the NSW government has committed in 

additional health funding.  

The Minister for Mental Health, the Hon Bronwyn Taylor MLC, announced a $73 million mental 

health package to mitigate against the mental health implications of the pandemic, and allow the 

sector to adjust. This will include funding for 60,000 extra calls to mental health support lines, virtual 

mental health programs in all local health districts, and the creation of additional mental health care 

facilities.   

Community Support  
The Governments small business support package reached 10,000 beneficiaries on 24th April. The 

Treasurer noted that the program was administering $10 million in funds per day. Additionally, an 

additional $140 million has been committed to support regional and rural industries affected by the 

present crisis.  

The Attorney-General, the Hon Mark Speakman SC MP, has also announced that legal procedures 

such as the witnessing and execution of documents will now be able to occur over video 

conferencing facilities.  

Further Information 
For more information on the NSW response to the Coronavirus crisis, see the briefs from Barton 

Deakin on: NSW Pandemic Responses Part 1, NSW Pandemic Responses Part 2 , NSW Pandemic 

Response Part 3 NSW Economic Stimulus Part 1 and NSW Economic Stimulus Part 2  

For Commonwealth Responses see Barton Deakin Briefs on Economic Stimulus Part 1, Economic 

Stimulus Part 2, Pandemic Responses, and the important agencies and stakeholders.   

For other jurisdictions, see Briefs from Barton Deakin and Hawker Britton on the Victorian 

Government economic and healthcare response, the ACT Covid-19 Stimulus Package, the Northern 

Territory Economic Response, the Queensland Government response, the South Australian Stimulus 

Package, and the Western Australian Economic Stimulus Package.  

For more information, please contact Anthony Benscher on +61 438 439 431, Nicholas Rigby or 

Terry Duggan on +61 2 9191 7888. 

To stay up to date with the affairs of Coalition Governments and Oppositions around Australia, 

you can follow Barton Deakin on Twitter and LinkedIn. For more information on Barton Deakin 

please visit our website. 
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