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Barton Deakin Update: NSW COVID-19 Recovery  
30th June 2020 

 
Background 
As at 8pm on Monday, 29th June, NSW has conducted a total of 855,324 COVID-19 tests. Of 
those, 3,189 were positive for COVID-19 (0.37%) and 842,374 (99.62%) were negative for 
COVID-19. Of the 3,189 reported cases in NSW, 2,784 have recovered from COVID-19. 1,875 
reported cases acquired the virus overseas, 69 acquired the virus interstate and 1,245 
acquired the virus locally within NSW.  
 
On Friday, 26th June, the National Cabinet met to coordinate the recovery from COVID-19 
across Australian governments. The National Cabinet reaffirmed their commitment to the 
three-step roadmap for reopening. Each Government agreed to enhance Australia’s public 
health response capacity through the following initiatives:  

- A surge plan for the public health workforce 
- Progressing the National Interoperable Notifiable Disease Surveillance System  
- Establishing a national training program for the public health workforce 
- Supporting the Communicable Disease Network of Australia  
- Enhancing the workforce capacity of medical professionals  
- Conducting testing on entry and exit of mandatory hotel quarantine  

Additional recovery programs were also agreed to, including:  
- Developing a roadmap for re-opening arts and entertainment venues.  
- Altering Stage 3 of the roadmap to allow small venues to apply a “one person per 

two square metre rule”.  
 
The NSW Government, with the Commonwealth and other state governments, is effectively 
responding to the COVID-19 pandemic. Australia has been internationally cited for its 
effective coordination of health policy in containing the pandemic.  
 
On Sunday, 14th June, the NSW Government offered details on the next stage of restrictions, 
to commence on 1st July. These rules follow the guidelines agreed at National Cabinet the 
previous Friday. These rules included:  

• ‘one person per 4 square metres’ permitted inside indoor venues. This replaced 
specifically enumerated maximums.  

• Cultural and sporting events at outdoor venues with a maximum capacity of 40,000 
allowed up to 25 percent of their normal capacity (ticketed and seated). 

• Restrictions on funerals were immediately eased with solely the four-metre squared 
per person rule remaining 

• All other restrictions including 20 guests inside the home and 20 for outside 
gatherings to remain after July 1st.  
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On Saturday, 13th June, the following changes were announced: 

• Food courts reopened with a maximum of 50 people subject to appropriate social 
distancing protocols.  

• Children’s community sport competitions to restart from Wednesday 1st July.  

• Indoor fitness activities were permitted.  

• Indoor pools and saunas as well as tattoo and massage parlours were able to reopen.  

• All venues were subject to the ‘1 person per 4 square metre’ rule.   
 
The following changes were implemented from Monday 1st June: 

• 20 people could attend weddings 

• 50 people could attend funerals, religious services, pubs, clubs, restaurants.  
 
Economic Policy 
On 29th June, the Commonwealth Government and the NSW Government jointly announced 
a further $1 billion investment in infrastructure within the state. The investment is expected 
to employ 5,500 individuals. $451 million further will be invested by the Commonwealth 
and a further $569 million by New South Wales. 
 
The funds will be targeted towards alleviating urban congestion, upgrading local roads, and 
supporting road safety in regional areas. The Prime Minister noted that the additional 
allocation is part of the $2.7 billion in federal funding provided to NSW for the acceleration 
of priority infrastructure projects. Similarly, the NSW Premier noted that this additional 
state government funding consolidates NSW’s existing program of accelerating projects as 
part of the economic recovery from COVID-19. For more information, the joint 
announcement can be found here.  
 
On Tuesday 16th June, the Treasurer delivered an economic update to the NSW Parliament. 
The Treasurer warned of continuing challenges, with unemployment rising to 8% and Gross 
State Product contracting by 10%. Revenues were expected to drop by $20.4 billion over the 
following five years. The impact of the downturn on key revenue sources such as payroll tax 
and stamp duty is significant. As the Australian economy experiences recession, the 
Treasurer reflected on the $14.6 billion in taxpayer-funded stimulus support provided at 
that stage to assist households and businesses in NSW.  The Treasurer noted that the state 
is likely to record significant deficits in 2019-20 and 2020-21. The NSW Treasurer’ speech 
can be viewed here.  
 
The NSW Government announced on Wednesday 27th May that pay rises in the NSW public 
sector will be paused for 12 months. This would have included all politicians, executives, 
staffers, and public service workers. The pause was estimated to save NSW taxpayers 
around $3 billion, funds to be expended on job-creating infrastructure. The Premier and 
Treasurer’s initial joint media release can be found here.  
 

https://www.pm.gov.au/media/1-billion-unlock-thousands-infrastructure-jobs-nsw
file:///C:/Users/tduggan/Downloads/168X2006.PDF
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/nsw-government-pauses-pay-rises-to-protect-and-create-jobs
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This motion was voted down in the NSW Upper House on Tuesday, June 2nd. The opposing 
vote consisted of the ALP Opposition, Greens, and the crossbench. The NSW Government 
announced that it will pursue a public sector wage freeze before the NSW Industrial 
Relations Commission. The NSW Treasurer’s statement on this move can be accessed here.  
 
On 9th June, the NSW Government will be providing $750 million in support to the university 
sector through a loan guarantee scheme. The Treasurer, the Hon Dominic Perrottet MP, 
announced that the financial support is part of a comprehensive suite of measures designed 
to offset the impact of the pandemic on the sector. The announcement and details of those 
measures can be found here. 
 
Planning and Industry 
The Premier announced on the 22nd June that the Planning System Acceleration Program 
was on track to reach employment targets. The third tranche of approvals amounted to an 
investment of $4.7 billion, with 15,000 jobs created consequently. This brings the expected 
benefit of the program to $13 billion in investment and 25,000 new jobs. More information 
can be found here.  
 
On 15th June, the Prime Minister committed $1.5 billion in additional infrastructure funding. 
Of this commitment, $1 billion will expedite projects which have been identified as a high 
priority. The Prime Minister also outlined a national plan to expedite infrastructure projects. 
The plan, formed at National Cabinet, identified 15 priority projects for fast-tracking of 
approvals. The acceleration plan involves regulatory cooperation between state, local, and 
federal government, and is projected to inject $72 billion into the economy and support 
66,000 direct and indirect jobs. The Prime Minister committed to a 50% reduction in 
commonwealth approval times. This commitment builds upon the Governments support for 
projects such as the Sydney Metro Western Sydney Airport. The Prime Minister identified 
emergency town water projects in New South Wales as a specific priority for funding. The 
full speech can be found here.  
 
On 31st of May 2020, the NSW Government announced a new $3 billion acceleration fund to 
assist job-creating projects, increasing the government’s infrastructure pipeline to a 
guaranteed $100 billion. The fund is expected to inject up to 20,000 jobs in the NSW 
economy and focuses on ‘smaller, shovel-ready projects’. The NSW Government’s official 
media release can be found here. 
 
On 31st May, the NSW Government cancelled plans to upgrade the Sydney Olympic Stadium 
amid a large-scale relocation of funds amid the COVID-19 pandemic. This redirects $810 
million of savings into the Infrastructure and Job Acceleration Fund.  
 
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces the Hon Rob Stokes MP announced on May 22nd 
that approval of the second tranche of 24 projects to be fast-tracked and implemented. 
These projects include a new retail centre, industrial precincts, three new schools and the 
relocated Sydney Fish Markets. Overall, this second tranche injects more than $5.37 billion 

https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-06/Dominic%20Perrottet%20media%20statement%20-%20Government%20to%20take%20wage%20policy%20to%20IRC%202%20June.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/news/universities-get-a-750-million-lifeline
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/nsw-planning-system-powers-past-jobs-targets
https://www.pm.gov.au/media/address-%E2%80%93-ceda%E2%80%99s-state-nation-conference
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/3-billion-boost-creates-100-billion-infrastructure-and-jobs-pipeline
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into the State’s economy. The Minister for Planning and Public Spaces’ media release is 
available here.  
 
Furthermore, this second tranche included 11 rezonings that aim to unlock major 
commercial, industrial and residential development across the state. Eight of these projects 
are expected to be developed by the private sector, including a specialised retail centre at 
Eastern Creek, a waste recycling facility in Girrawee, new public open space in St Peters and 
an expansion of the Cumberland State Forest. This second tranche could provide more than 
15,000 jobs and more than 3,600 new homes, reflecting NSW’s status as Australia’s 
economic powerhouse. 
 
The planning acceleration program complements the federal governments’ homebuilder 
package, by removing regulatory obstacles to spending grants awarded under the package. 
More details are available here.  
 
On 31st May, the NSW Government announced the new $80 million Western Sydney 
Construction Hub will be located at the existing Kingswood TAFE NSW campus. “The 
Western Sydney Construction Hub will be located on the existing TAFE NSW campus in 
Kingswood. It will deliver specialised training for 700 new students each year in key trade 
areas such as carpentry, electrical, construction and plumbing," Minister for Skills and 
Tertiary Education, Mr Geoff Lee said. More information is available here.  
 
Transport  
On 22nd June, the Government announced that customers on off-peak public transport 
would receive a 50% discount from 6th July. ‘Peak periods’ include 6.30am to 10am and 3pm 
to 7pm on trains, metro, light rail and bus; 6am to 10am on intercity trains. More 
information is available here.   
 
On 16th July, the NSW Government announced that restrictions on public transport capacity 
would be raised from July 1. In urban areas, trains were to be able to carry 68 customers (up 
from 32), buses 23 (up from 12), and ferries 450 (up from 245); regional rail services were to 
be allowed to carry 34 customers per carriage (up from 16) and coaches 22 customers (up 
from 12). 
 
This change built upon the Government’s investment in additional cleaning services. Since 
March, the NSW Government has directed an additional 240,000 hours of cleaning on 
transport services.  
 
Opal fares changed from July 6th, including a temporary discount for off-peak travel on bus, 
train, metro, and light rail services to help manage social distancing measures and keep staff 
and consumers safe. Customers were encouraged to take advantage of the off-peak 
incentive to help stagger essential travel on the public transport network. Minister Andrew 
Constance’s media release can be found here.  
 

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News/2020/More-planning-projects-to-propel-future-of-NSW
https://www.nsw.gov.au/news/homebuilder-package-driving-jobs-nsw
https://www.stuartayres.com.au/media/media-releases/new-western-sydney-construction-hub-be-built-kingswood
https://www.nsw.gov.au/news/half-price-off-peak-travel-on-public-transport
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/news-and-events/media-releases/half-price-off-peak-travel
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Energy and Environment 
On the 28th May, the NSW Government commenced seeking project pitches for its $4.4 
billion renewable energy zone. This is to kickstart investment in renewable energy amid a 
global recession brought forth by COVID-19. More information is available here.  
 
Furthermore, the NSW Government approved more reliable power for more than half a 
million homes and businesses in Sydney’s inner suburbs will have, from TransGrid’s $285 
million ‘Powering Sydney’s Future’ project. This will include a 20km high-voltage 
underground transmission cable that will run between Potts Hill and Alexandria. More 
information is available here.  
 
Health 
On Tuesday, June 16th, the NSW Government announced $388 million in additional funding 
for the health sector. The funding is to help hospitals clear the backlog in elective surgeries 
which developed during the COVID-19 pandemic. Further details are available here.  
 
Business and Community Support 
On Monday, June 29th, the NSW Government released additional digital services to improve 
the ease of regulatory compliance for small businesses which can now manage their 
dealings with the state government through a single online platform – the NSW Business 
Profile. The platform allows businesses to update information, apply for grants, and 
formalise transactions through a single point of contact. This builds upon the 
implementation of customer accounts for individuals to manage their relationship with the 
government. The Minister, Victor Dominello said “We want to replicate” the program “for 
the estimated 700,000 registered businesses in NSW”. More information can be found here.  
 
On Thursday, June 25th, the NSW Government announced deregulation measures for motor 
dealers and repairers. From July 1st, the NSW Government said that removing unnecessary 
regulations would save $175 million and 6,000 hours. More information is here.  
On Wednesday, June 24th, the Deputy Premier announced an additional $50 million in 
recovery funds for infrastructure and community development in mining towns. More 
information can be found here. The Deputy Premier released the Government’s Statement 
on the Future of Coal, a plan for the coal mining sector as the world transitions to reduced 
carbon emissions. The Department of Regional NSW, which is being established, announced 
that offices would be established in four regional centres. More information is here.   
 
On Tuesday, 16th June, the Treasurer announced additional support for small businesses, 
with a recovery grant of up to $3,000 available. The grant will cover the cost of relaunching 
operations in a COVID-safe manner. More details are here.  
 
The Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional NSW, Industry and Trade, announced a $13 
million support package for regional exports. The package consisted of direct grants to 
businesses of up to $10,000. The package will also provide investments in e-commerce to 
unlock consumer markets, and local trade advisers to liaise with key export markets.  

https://energy.nsw.gov.au/renewables/renewable-energy-zones
https://mattkean.com.au/news/media-release/powering-ahead-transgrid-project
https://www.nsw.gov.au/news/388-million-funding-for-elective-surgeries
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/service-nsw-business-profile
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/nsw-government-to-send-outdated-auto-trades-and-tow-truck-rules-to-scrapheap
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/50-million-guaranteed-for-mining-affected-towns
https://www.resourcesandgeoscience.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/programs-and-initiatives/future-of-coal-statement
https://www.resourcesandgeoscience.nsw.gov.au/miners-and-explorers/programs-and-initiatives/future-of-coal-statement
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/department-of-regional-nsw-offices-to-boost-jobs-bush
https://www.nsw.gov.au/news/funding-to-help-small-businesses-reopen-after-covid-19
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Moreover, on June 16th, the NSW Government announced that it would end the freeze on 
licence applications for new venues in the Sydney CBD. The freeze was first imposed 11 
years ago as part of a tranche of measures targeted at reducing alcohol-related violence. 
The Government will reopen applications for new licenses on 1st December 2020. This 
follows the 1st June measure enabling that existing licence holders in Sydney CBD and Kings 
Cross to apply for a range of variations to licensing conditions. More information is available 
here.  
 
The NSW Government released an online COVID Safe Check to assist businesses in returning 
to work safely. The tool provides businesses with industry-specific guidelines for 
implementing social distancing and hygiene measures as offices return. Businesses can 
complete an online self-declaration that the measures are being complied with, and this 
information can be provided to consumers through integration with google maps  
 
Premium rates for the Nominal Insurer, which protects more than 325,000 businesses and  
3.2 million workers, will remain unchanged from 30 June 2020. This saves businesses across 
the state more than $325 million. This initiative increased the relief to small businesses in 
NSW to $420 million. More is available here. 
 
Furthermore, on Sunday the 24th of May the NSW Government’s Business Concierge 
announced the hiring 50 new staff at Service NSW, 21 new advisers at the Small Business 
Commission, and 14 Business Connect advisors. This complemented the 26,500 approved 
applications for the $10,000 Small Business Support Fund grants since April 14. The media 
release for this announcement is available here.  
 
The NSW Government announced a $27.3 million Community Sport Recovery Package to 
support the sport and recreation sector transition out of restrictions. The package included 
a one-off grant of up to $1000 to 12,500 local sporting clubs and associations throughout 
NSW. The announcement can be found here. 
 
Arts and Culture 
On the 24th of May, the NSW Government announced that arts and cultural organisations 
will receive a ‘Rescue and Restart’ package worth $50 million to continue the sector’s 
contribution to the NSW economy during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. This will be 
delivered in two separate stages: 
 

• Funding available now to enable NSW not-for-profit arts and cultural organisations 
to hibernate temporarily 

• Funding available in the coming months to enable NSW not-for-profit arts and 
cultural organisations to restart operations after the COVID-19 pandemic 
 

More details are available here.  

https://www.liquorandgaming.nsw.gov.au/operating-a-business/liquor-licences/applying-for-and-managing-your-liquor-licence/liquor-licence-freeze
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/covid-safe-businesses
https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/Dominic%20Perrottet%20Damien%20Tudehope%20med%20rel%20-%20Premium%20relief%20delivered%20for%20NSW%20businesses.pdf
https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/Dominic%20Perrottet%20Damien%20Tudehope%20med%20rel%20-%20Nothing%20small%20about%20small%20business%20support.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/news/recovery-package-to-support-local-sport-return
https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/Gladys%20Berejiklian%20Dominic%20Perrottet%20med%20rel%20-%20%2450%20million%20package%20for%20NSW%20arts%20and%20culture.pdf
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Justice and Communities 
Rough sleepers in NSW will have increased access to housing through the Together Home 
project, announced on the 29th of June. The project allocated an additional $36 million to 
deliver housing to the homeless, in cooperation with private community housing providers. 
This brings the additional investment in homeless support during the pandemic to $70 
million.  
 
Due to a spike in cases of domestic violence as a result of social isolation measures, the 
NSW Government (in partnership with the Federal Government) confirmed on 9th June a 
funding increase of $21 million to domestic violence services. Frontline services will receive 
$9 million, with the balance to be spent on women’s refuges, a pop-up safe house in Manly, 
behavioural programs and duress alarms. The NSW Government also announced additional 
rental support for victims of domestic violence. More information is available here.  
 
Education 
On  June 25th the NSW Government announced that centralised online support will be 
available to HSC students through the HSC Hub. More information is here.  
 
Further Information 
For more information on Commonwealth, NSW, South Australian, and Tasmanian responses 
to COVID-19 and related matters see Barton Deakin Briefs.  
 
For information on Victorian, Western Australian, and Queensland responses to COVID-19 
and related matters see here.  
 
For more information, please contact Anthony Benscher on +61 438 439 431, Nicholas Rigby 
or Terry Duggan on +61 2 9191 7888. 
 
To stay up to date with the affairs of Coalition Governments and Oppositions around 
Australia, you can follow Barton Deakin on Twitter and LinkedIn. For more information on 
Barton Deakin please visit our website. 
 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/news/safe-and-secure-housing-for-domestic-violence-victims
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-26/nsw-government-secures-coronavirus-domestic-violence-funding/12286956
https://www.nsw.gov.au/news/online-hub-to-support-hsc-students
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/
http://www.hawkerbritton.com/occasional-papers/
http://abenscher@bartondeakin.com
http://nrigby@bartondeakin.com
file:///C:/Users/tduggan/Downloads/Terence%20Duggan%20%3ctduggan@bartondeakin.com%3e
https://twitter.com/bartondeakin
https://www.linkedin.com/company/barton-deakin-government-relations/?originalSubdomain=au
https://bartondeakin.com/

