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Background 
 
As at Wednesday, the 3rd of June, NSW has conducted a total of 521,669 COVID-19 tests. Of 
those, 3,104 were positive for COVID-19 (0.59%) and 518,565 (99.4%) were negative for 
COVID-19. Of the 3,104 reported cases in NSW, 2,691 have recovered from COVID-19. 1,799 
reported cases acquired the virus overseas, 72 acquired the virus interstate and 1,233 
acquired the virus locally within NSW.  
 
The NSW Government, like other state governments, has effectively responded to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, reflected through the numbers of infections. Australia has been 
internationally cited for the coordination of health policy in effectively containing the 
pandemic.  
 
The following changes have been made over the past week in relation to restrictions across 
NSW: 
 

• Schools officially opened on the 25th of May to all students, full time. 

• Contact has been reduced through staggered drop-off and pick-up times, as well as a 
ban on assemblies and excursions and non-essential visitors. 

 
The following changes were implemented from Monday 1st June: 
 

• Restrictions on travel within NSW has been lifted 

• Interstate travellers will be allowed to travel to NSW, subject to the rules of their 
home state 

• Visits to museums, galleries and libraries are allowed 

• Beauty and nail salon operators can begin treatments under strict COVID-safe 
guidelines 

• 20 people are allowed to attend weddings 

• 50 people are allowed to attend funerals 

• 50 people are allowed at places of worship 

• Pubs, clubs, cares and restaurants can have up to 50 customers 
 
Furthermore, the following restrictions will be eased from Saturday 13th of June: 
 

• Gyms will be allowed to reopen with a maximum of 100 people allowed in large 
facilities 

• Indoor fitness activities will be permitted, capped at 10 people each 

• Indoor pools and saunas as well as tattoo and massage parlours will be able to 
reopen with restricted numbers 



 

 

• Children’s community sport competitions will be permitted to restart from 
Wednesday 1st July.  

 
These changes will continue to occur under the rules of 4-square-metres per person; 1.5 
metre physical distancing; and hygiene and safety requirements for businesses.  
 
Economic Policy 
 
The NSW Government announced on Wednesday 27th May that pay rises in the NSW public 
sector will be paused for 12 months. This includes all public sector workers, politicians, 
executives, ministerial and other staff. The Government proposes a public sector wage 
indexation pause for 12 months to maintain public sector jobs and invest more in the 
generation of more jobs for those who have lost work. The indexation pause is estimated to 
save NSW taxpayers approximately $3 billion. The Premier and Treasurer’s joint media 
release announcing the proposed pause can be found here. 
 
A payment of $1000 was subsequently offered to all 410,000 public servants to accompany 
the proposed 12 month pause in wage indexation, announced here 
 
The regulation enacting the public wage indexation pause was disallowed, or voted down in 
the NSW Legislative Council, the upper house, on Tuesday the 2nd of July by the ALP 
Opposition, Greens, with One Nation’s Mark Latham and the Shooters, Fishers and Farmers 
MLC Robert Borsak. The NSW Government has announced that it will pursue a public sector 
wage indexation pause for 12 months in the NSW Industrial Relations Commission. The NSW 
Treasurer’s statement regarding its pursuit of these measures through the Commission can 
be accessed here.  
 
Planning and Industry 
 
On the 31st of May 2020, the NSW Government announced a new $3 billion acceleration 
fund to assist job-creating projects, increasing the government’s infrastructure pipeline to a 
guaranteed $100 billion. This will be named the ‘Infrastructure and Job Acceleration Fund’ 
and is expected to inject up to 20,000 jobs in the NSW economy, by specifically focussing on 
‘smaller, shovel-ready projects’. The NSW Government’s official media release can be found 
here. 
 
The NSW Government also cancelled plans to upgrade the Sydney Olympic Stadium amid a 
large-scale relocation of funds amid the COVID-19 pandemic. This will redirect $810 million 
of savings into the Infrastructure and Job Acceleration Fund.  
 
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces the Hon Rob Stokes MP announced on the 22nd of 
May that the Department of Planning and Industry had approved the second tranche of 24 
projects to be fast-tracked and implemented. These projects include a new retail centre, 
industrial precincts, three new schools and the relocated Sydney Fish Markets. Overall, this 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/nsw-government-pauses-pay-rises-to-protect-and-create-jobs
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/nsw/perrottet-offers-1000-to-public-servants-in-lieu-of-pay-rise-20200531-p54y5h.html
https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-06/Dominic%20Perrottet%20media%20statement%20-%20Government%20to%20take%20wage%20policy%20to%20IRC%202%20June.pdf
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/3-billion-boost-creates-100-billion-infrastructure-and-jobs-pipeline


 

 

second tranche could inject more than $5.37 billion into the State’s economy. The Minister 
for Planning and Public Spaces’ media release is available here.  
 
Furthermore, this second tranche includes 11 rezonings that aim to unlock major 
commercial, industrial and residential development across the State to launch NSW’s 
economic rebound. Eight of these projects are expected to be developed by the private 
sector, including a specialised retail centre at Eastern Creek, a waste recycling facility in 
Girraweek, new public open space in St Peters and an expansion of the Cumberland State 
Forest.  
 
This second tranche could provide more than 15,000 jobs and more than 3,600 new homes, 
reflecting NSW’s status as Australia’s economic powerhouse. 
 
This fast-tracking of projects was considered and agreed through the Planning System 
Acceleration Program, an initiative to accelerate the assessment and determination of 
projects that inject investment into the NSW economy and protect jobs. This initiative is 
further outlined here.  
 
Energy and Environment 
 
The NSW Government has commenced seeking project pitches for its $4.4 billion renewable 
energy zone. This is to kickstart investment in renewable energy amid a global recession 
brought forth by COVID-19. 
 
Furthermore, more than half a million homes and businesses in Sydney’s inner suburbs will 
have more reliable power, with TransGrid’s $285 million ‘Powering Sydney’s Future’ project 
approved by the NSW Government. This will include a 20km high-voltage underground 
transmission cable that will run between Potts Hill and Alexandria. More information is 
available here.  
 
Health 
 
The NSW Government will invest a further $91.2 million into the new Tweed Valley Hospital 
Redevelopment, aimed at expanding bed capacity and clinical services. This will follow the 
$582 million already announced and will ensure a world-class hospital for staff and patients. 
The State 2 State Significant Development Application is currently with the Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment for determination. Minister Brad Hazzard’s media 
release can be found here.  
 
Business and Community Support 
 
Premium rates for the Nominal Insurer, which protects more than 325,000 businesses and 
subsequently 3.2 million workers, will remain unchanged from 30 June 2020. This will save 
businesses across the state more than $325 million. This will increase the relief to small 

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News/2020/More-planning-projects-to-propel-future-of-NSW
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/COVID19-response/Planning-System-Acceleration-Program/Fast-tracked-assessments
https://mattkean.com.au/news/media-release/powering-ahead-transgrid-project
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/news/Pages/20200522_02.aspx


 

 

businesses in NSW to $420 million, helping businesses continue to operate and keep citizens 
in jobs. More is available here. 
 
Furthermore, on Sunday the 24th of May the NSW Government’s Business Concierge 
announced the hiring 50 new staff at Service NSW, 21 new advisers at the Small Business 
Commission and 14 Business Connect advisors. This complemented the 26,500 approved 
applications for the $10,000 Small Business Support Fund grants since April 14. The media 
release for this announcement is available here.  
 
Arts and Culture 
 
On the 24th of May, the NSW Government announced that arts and cultural organisations 
will receive a ‘Rescue and Restart’ package worth $50 million to continue the sector’s 
contribution to the NSW economy during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. This will be 
delivered in two separate stages: 
 

• Funding available now to enable NSW not-for-profit arts and cultural organisations 
to hibernate temporarily 

• Funding available in the coming months to enable NSW not-for-profit arts and 
cultural organisations to restart operations after the COVID-19 pandemic 
 

More details are available here.  
 
Justice and Communities 
 
Due to a spike in cases of domestic violence as a result of social isolation measures, the 
NSW Government (in partnership with the Federal Government) has confirmed a funding 
increase of $21 million to domestic violence services. Frontline services will receive almost 
$9 million, with the balance to be spent on women’s refuges, a pop-up safe house in Manly, 
behavioural programs and duress alarms. More information is available here.  
 
Further Information 
 
To view Acts passed by the NSW Parliament, click here. 
 
For more information on the NSW response to the Coronavirus crisis, see the briefs from 
Barton Deakin on: NSW Pandemic Responses Part 1, NSW Pandemic Responses Part 2, NSW 
Pandemic Response Part 3, NSW Economic Stimulus Part 1 and NSW Economic Stimulus Part 
2.  
 
For Commonwealth Responses see Barton Deakin Briefs on Economic Stimulus Part 1, 
Economic Stimulus Part 2, Pandemic Responses, and the important agencies and 
stakeholders. 

https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/Dominic%20Perrottet%20Damien%20Tudehope%20med%20rel%20-%20Premium%20relief%20delivered%20for%20NSW%20businesses.pdf
https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/Dominic%20Perrottet%20Damien%20Tudehope%20med%20rel%20-%20Nothing%20small%20about%20small%20business%20support.pdf
https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-05/Gladys%20Berejiklian%20Dominic%20Perrottet%20med%20rel%20-%20%2450%20million%20package%20for%20NSW%20arts%20and%20culture.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-26/nsw-government-secures-coronavirus-domestic-violence-funding/12286956
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/la/papers/runningrecord/Pages/home.aspx
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-nsw-pandemic-planning/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-nsw-covid19-emergency-measures/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-nsw-covid19-emergency-measures/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-nsw-covid19-emergency-measures/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/nsw-government-covid-19-stimulus-package/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-nsw-stage-two-stimulus/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-nsw-stage-two-stimulus/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-2020-economic-stimulus-package/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-second-federal-economic-stimulus-package/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-precis-weeks-federal-government-measures/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-whos-governments-covid-19-response-team/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-whos-governments-covid-19-response-team/


 

 

 
For other jurisdictions, see Briefs on the Victorian Government economic and healthcare 
response, the ACT Covid-19 Stimulus Package, the Northern Territory Economic Response, 
the Queensland Government response, the South Australian Stimulus Package, and the 
Western Australian Economic Stimulus Package. 
 
For more information, please contact Anthony Benscher on +61 438 439 431, Nicholas Rigby 
or Terry Duggan on +61 2 9191 7888. 
 
To stay up to date with the affairs of Coalition Governments and Oppositions around 
Australia, you can follow Barton Deakin on Twitter and LinkedIn. For more information on 
Barton Deakin please visit our website. 

http://www.hawkerbritton.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Victorian-Government-Economic-and-Healthcare-Response-to-COVID-19-Pandemic-March-21-L.pdf
http://www.hawkerbritton.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Victorian-Government-Economic-and-Healthcare-Response-to-COVID-19-Pandemic-March-21-L.pdf
http://www.hawkerbritton.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/ACT-COVID-19-Stimulus-Package.pdf
http://www.hawkerbritton.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Northern-Territory-COVID-19-Economic-Response-1.pdf
http://www.hawkerbritton.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/18032020-Coronavirus-QLD-Response-FINAL-V3.pdf
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/barton-deakin-brief-covid-19-stimulus-measures-south-australia/
http://www.hawkerbritton.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Hawker-Britton-Occasional-Paper-WA-Corona-Virus-Economic-Stimulus-Package.pdf
http://abenscher@bartondeakin.com/
http://nrigby@bartondeakin.com/
Terence%20Duggan%20%3ctduggan@bartondeakin.com%3e
https://twitter.com/bartondeakin
https://www.linkedin.com/company/barton-deakin-government-relations/?originalSubdomain=au
https://bartondeakin.com/

