
 

 

 

  
 

Barton Deakin Brief: Recycling Modernisation Fund and Support for 
National Waste Action Plan  

6th July 2020 

Overview  
Minister for the Environment, the Hon Sussan Ley MP, and Assistant Minister for Waste Reduction and 

Environmental Management, the Hon Trevor Evans, today announced $190 million in Commonwealth 

funding for the creation of a new Recycling Modernisation Fund (RMF). The fund is expected to generate 

$600 million in investment and transform Australia’s waste management and recycling capacity. The RMF is 

one function of a national strategy to reach a resource recovery target of 80 per cent by 2030.  

The RMF announcement has been welcomed with bi-partisan political support and the Australian Council of 

Recycling have indicated that it is a milestone for the waste management industry. Support from the 

industry has been specifically concentrated on the large scale of the investment and the collaborative 

approach to policy development and implementation between the Commonwealth, states, territories and 

industry.  

The creation of the RMF will:  

- Expand Australia’s onshore recycling industry 

- Create 10,000 jobs and  

- Divert more than 10 million tonnes of waste away from landfill   

- Reduce environmental pressure  

Additionally, the Federal Government will provide $35 million to implement the National Waste Action 

Plan, which will map out Australia’s waste management and recycling strategy until 2030. A further $25 

million will be spent on improving Australia’s national waste data in order to better track progress on 

waste and recycling targets. The Federal Government will also introduce legislation to enact a waste export 

ban on waste plastic, paper, glass and tyres and encourage companies to increase their product stewardship 

– greater corporate responsibility for waste, from product design to recycling and disposal.  

Continued Commonwealth funding will be contingent on the contributions of states, territories and the 

industry in a mutual investment model.  

Further Information  
Joint Media Release.  

National Waste Action Plan.  

Recycling Modernisation Fund.  

For further information on the Recycling Modernisation Fund and Australia’s National Waste Action Plan, 

contact David Alexander on +61 457 400 524 or Georga Nonnenmacher on +61 457 662 422. 

https://minister.awe.gov.au/ley/media-releases/1-billion-waste-and-recycling-plan-transform-waste-industry
https://www.environment.gov.au/protection/waste-resource-recovery/publications/national-waste-policy-action-plan
https://www.environment.gov.au/protection/waste-resource-recovery/recycling-modernisation-fund
mailto:dalexander@bartondeakin.com
mailto:gnonnenmacher@bartondeakin.com?subject=Independents%20Election%20Brief%20

