
 

 

  
 

Barton Deakin Brief: JobTrainer and Extension of Wage Subsidy 
16th July 2020 

Overview  
 

Today, Prime Minister the Hon Scott Morrison MP and Minister for Employment, Skills, Small and 

Family Business, Senator the Hon Michaelia Cash announced a new $2 billion JobTrainer package to 

support upskilling and re-skilling to support the economy as it recovers from the effects of COVID-19.  

 

Wage Subsidy  
 

In March, the Prime Minister announced a $1.3 billion package to provide a wage subsidy of up to 

$1,500 per employee, per fortnight for small businesses with less than 20 employees. This subsidy 

covered 50 per cent of the wages paid to apprentices and trainees, providing up to $7,000 per 

quarter. The subsidy was originally intended to end in September 2020.  

 

Today’s announcement from the Prime Minister and Employment Minister extends the wage 

subsidy scheme until March 2021 at a cost of $1.5 billion. The subsidy package is also now available 

to medium businesses who have less than 200 employees for all apprentices employed as of 1 July 

2020. This extension will support approximately 180,000 apprentices and 90,000 small and medium 

businesses that employ them.  

 

Additional vocational training places  
 

A further $1 billion from the JobTrainer skills program is committed to providing up to 340,700 

additional training places to help school leavers and job seekers access vocational education courses. 

The courses will be either free or low cost, with $500 million from the Federal Government and $500 

million from the state and territory governments.  

 

Cooperation with States and Territories  
 

The Federal Government will work with the states and territories to develop a list of qualifications 

that will provide job seekers with in-demand skills, which will make sure that the funding is directly 

linked to the development of relevant skills and employment opportunities. Minister Cash has been 

working with state and territory counterparts in employment to put in place bilateral agreements to 

support the funding arrangements and wage subsidy scheme. States and territories will be required 

to sign up to a new ‘Heads of Agreement’ to access JobTrainer funding, with a new agreement to set 

out immediate reforms to improve the vocational education and training sector. Currently, New 

South Wales, Tasmania, South Australia, Queensland, the Northern Territory and the ACT have 

signed up to the plan. The West Australian government has not refused to sign up to the JobTrainer 

program, however, a WA spokesperson has stated that the Premier will not agree to the 

centralisation of pricing and decision-making on vocational education, which the current form of the 

Heads of Agreement document aims to do.  



 
 

 
 

Further information  
 

Joint Media Release from the Prime Minister and Minister for Employment, Skills, Small and Family 

Business.  

 

Skills and Training Page, Department of Education, Skills and Employment.  

 

For more information, contact David Alexander on +61 457 400 524, Grahame Morris on +61 411 

222 680, Tahlia Robertson on +61 438 259 671, Cheryl Cartwright on +61 419 996 066, or Georga 

Nonnenmacher on +61 457 662 422. 
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