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BARTON DEAKIN BRIEF: 

NSW COVID-19 Recovery Plan 

Introduction 

On 15 July 2020, the NSW Government released the COVID-19 Recovery Plan for the state of New 

South Wales, outlining six key areas of reform and initiatives to assist economic growth and recovery 

after the COVID-19 pandemic. These reform areas are the Infrastructure Pipeline, Planning and 

Precincts, Education and Skills, Digitisation, Advanced Manufacturing and Local Supply Chains, and 

Federal-State Relations. Each reform area has a set of reforms and funding arrangements, respecting 

relevant COVID-19 social and safety restrictions.  

Infrastructure Pipeline 

The NSW Government will be committing $100 billion in the state infrastructure pipeline over the 

next four years. This is expected to create 88,000 jobs and will be achieved by a $3 billion accelerator 

fund aimed to declutter the channel of projects so progress can begin quickly. In comparison, the 

Australian Federal Government has committed $100 billion to transport infrastructure over 10 years. 

To read the NSW Government’s announcement on the new infrastructure pipeline, see here.  

Planning and Precincts 

The Minister for Planning and Public Spaces, the Hon Rob Stokes MP, released NSW Government 

reforms aimed to fast-track projects across the state. It is estimated that the new reforms will 

achieve the following: 

− Cut rezoning decisions by 191 days (33% time saving), 

− Reduce the amount of time taken to decide on larger regionally significant projects by 91 

days (25% time saving), and 

− Cutting the time taken to make decisions on major projects of state significance (17% time 

saving) 

To read the NSW Government’s announcement on these changes, see here. 

Initial planning reforms under the ‘Planning System Acceleration Program’ has already approved 49 

projects including the Snowy Hydro 2.0, Sydney Fish Market redevelopment and Tweet Valley 

Hospital Stage 2. 

The NSW Government will also completely roll out ‘ePlanning’ by the middle of 2021, an online 

platform that assists homeowners and businesses to lodge their development applications. This 

improved platform is already used by 48 of NSW 128 councils (of which 19 councils have joined so 

far during the COVID-19 pandemic).  

Education and Skills 

The NSW Government will completely overhaul of the state’s school curriculum, marking the first 

significant change to the teaching guidelines in 30 years. Reforms are focused on three key areas – 

decluttering the syllabus, increasing the depth of competency in key areas and modernising 

pathways out of school.  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/3-billion-boost-creates-100-billion-infrastructure-and-jobs-pipeline
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/News/2020/Reforms-for-a-world-class-planning-system
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Under the new changes, a fifth of high school electives will be removed with to emphasise core 

competencies such as english, maths and science. According to the syllabus review, which can be 

found here, 94% of teachers agreed that the current syllabus was too crowded.  

The state Government will also develop a small number of rigorous, high-quality HSC courses and 

provide more opportunities for senior students to gain credits for qualifications in apprenticeships. 

To read the Premier’s and Minister’s 23 June media release about the reforms see here.  

Digitisation 

The NSW Minister for Customer Service the Hon Victor Dominello MP, has led the NSW 

Government’s work to  digitally transform all areas of government utilising new and upcoming 

technologies.  

The Government has also committed $1.6 billion in the Digital Restart Fund to help us provide more 

digital services and improve customer service. The fund includes $240 million to boost cybersecurity 

and establish the Cyber Security Management Centre in Bathurst. To read the Government’s 18 June 

media release on the Digital Restart Fund, see here.  

Advanced Manufacturing and Local Supply 

The onset of the COVID-19 pandemic revealed the capacity of local manufacturing chains to 

contribute to the economy in a time of need. This local state supply potential will now be utilised by 

the NSW Government with almost 2,000 businesses offering to retool in response to the pandemic.  

Furthermore, the state Government wants NSW to be the advanced manufacturing capital of 

Australia and beyond, supporting Western Sydney as the epicentre of advanced manufacturing. 

Amazon, for example, will develop new advanced storage and distribution centre in Western Sydney, 

incorporating the latest robotics systems and distributive technology 

Federal-State Relations 

The NSW Government has declared that the time is now for reforming how federal and state 

governments work together. COVID-19 demonstrated NSW’s ability to remove unnecessary 

bureaucratic processes that prevent the state’s progress on a national level. The National Cabinet, 

used during the pandemic, proved that rapid and critical decisions could be made if the right 

partnership existed. 

The Government has announced that it will tackle more reform and cross-jurisdictional problems in 

the COVID-19 recovery, such as taxation, exploring opportunities for asset recycling, deregulation, 

and service innovation.  

Further Information 

For more information on Commonwealth, NSW, South Australian, and Tasmanian responses to 

COVID-19 and related matters see Barton Deakin Briefs.  

For more information, please contact Anthony Benscher on +61 438 439 431, Nicholas Rigby or Terry 

Duggan on +61 2 9191 7888. 

https://nswcurriculumreview.nesa.nsw.edu.au/pdfs/phase-3/final-report/NSW_Curriculum_Review_Final_Report.pdf
https://education.nsw.gov.au/news/latest-news/biggest-education-shake-up-in-30-years
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases/record-funding-for-digital-infrastructure
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/
http://abenscher@bartondeakin.com
http://nrigby@bartondeakin.com
file:///C:/Users/tduggan/Downloads/Terence%20Duggan%20%3ctduggan@bartondeakin.com%3e
file:///C:/Users/tduggan/Downloads/Terence%20Duggan%20%3ctduggan@bartondeakin.com%3e
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To stay up to date with the affairs of Coalition Governments and Oppositions around Australia, you 

can follow Barton Deakin on Twitter and LinkedIn. For more information on Barton Deakin please 

visit our website. 

 

https://twitter.com/bartondeakin
https://www.linkedin.com/company/barton-deakin-government-relations/?originalSubdomain=au
https://bartondeakin.com/

