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Overview 
 

The Federal Government has announced $1.35 billion of investment over the next ten years to 

enhance cyber security capabilities and assistance provided by the Australian Signals Directorate 

(ASD) and the Australian Cyber Security Centre. 

 

The Cyber Enhanced Situational Awareness and Response (CESAR) package will address increasing 

cyber threats, disrupt more foreign cybercriminals and build partnerships with industry and 

government. 

 

CESAR Package 
 

The package will boost cyber protection and resilience through increased capabilities to disrupt and 

defeat malicious cyber activity.  The ASD will be tasked to increase cyber capabilities at an estimated 

cost of $31 million.  In addition, $35 million will go to the development of threat-sharing platforms 

which will enable industry and government to share intelligence about cyber threats and to block 

them as they emerge.  Finally, the Government is putting over $12 million towards new strategic 

mitigations and active disruption options. 

 

The CESAR package will also enhance our understanding of malicious cyber activity and cyber threats 

to identify and respond more quickly.  This includes $118 million for the ASD which will go to 

expanding its data science and intelligence capabilities.  Over $62 million will go to delivering 

national situational awareness capability which will assist the ASD in understanding and responding 

to threats on a national scale.  Finally, there will be $20 million to establish research laboratories to 

better understand threats to emerging technologies. 

 

The package includes the creation of 500 new jobs within the ASD, with $470 million committed to 

creating those jobs. 

 

More details of the CESAR package will be available in the 2020 Cyber Security Strategy, which builds 

on commitments as part of the 2016 Cyber Security Strategy and 2019 election commitments. 

 

To see the Government Press Release, click here. 

 

For updates on Australia’s 2020 Cyber Security Strategy, click here.  To see the 2020 Cyber Security 

Discussion Paper, click here. 

 

For more information, contact David Alexander on +61 457 400 524, Grahame Morris on +61 411 

222 680, Tahlia Robertson on +61 438 259 671, Cheryl Cartwright on +61 419 996 066, or John 

Fitzgerald on +61 488 111 568. 

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/media-releases/nations-largest-ever-investment-cyber-security
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-publications/submissions-and-discussion-papers/cyber-security-strategy-2020
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-pubs/files/cyber-security-strategy-2020-discussion-paper.pdf
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