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COVID-19 National Update 
27 th  October 2020 

Overview 

As of 26th October, there have been 8,567,028 tests for COVID-19 carried out in Australia.  

 

Of these, 0.3% were positive and 99.7% were negative.  

 

As of 27th October, there have been 27,527 total cases. Of these, 25,050 have recovered. 29 

cases have been locally acquired in the last 7-day period.  

 

There have been 905 deaths attributed to COVID-19.  

 

Commonwealth 

On Friday, 23rd October, the National Cabinet met to discuss the recovery phase of the 

COVID-19 pandemic in Australia. The National Cabinet further discussed alternatives to 

hotel quarantine for international students and guest workers, plans for repatriation for 

26,000 Australian stuck overseas, and the federal review of the hotel quarantine program.  

Seven of the eight States and Territories reaffirmed their commitment to reopening by 

Christmas.  Western Australia continues to express reservations about the reopening 

roadmap. 

  

The Prime Minister welcomed the thousands of Australians who had been able to return 

home, including 1,278 Australians in a vulnerable position.  Western Australia agreed to 

increase its arrival cap by 140 per week, and Queensland increased its cap by 150 per week, 

and South Australia by 100 arrivals per fortnight.  

  

Since last week, Australia has also accepted international arrivals from New Zealand as part 

of the travel bubble between the two countries.  When asked, the Prime Minister was 

unable to give an indication of when more travel bubbles may open, for example, with 

countries in the Asia-Pacific. 

  

The National Cabinet agreed to accept the hotel quarantine recommendations from the 

review conducted by Jane Halton AO PSM.  The National Cabinet also agreed to identify and 

test alternative quarantine arrangements, such as in-home, on-farm, on-campus and in 

corporate arranged accommodation. 
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A review into the COAG committees was conducted by Peter Conran AM and has made 33 

recommendations to streamline the system for National Cabinet.  The National Federation 

Reform Council will meet on 11 December and establish a Veteran’s Wellbeing Taskforce 

and a reform committee on health.  There are already taskforces for Indigenous Australians 

and Women’s Affairs. 

 

Acting Chief Medical Officer Prof Paul Kelly stressed that the situation in Australia is far 

better than many other countries around the world, but that people must get tested if 

asked and/or symptomatic to ensure that any outbreaks are known and quickly contained. 

 

New South Wales 

From 19th October, individuals diagnosed with COVID-19 have been directed by the Minister 

for Health and Medical Research, the Hon Brad Hazzard MP to self-quarantine at their place 

of residence. COVID-19 patients are compelled to provide the Chief Health Officer (CHO) 

with personal contact details. All contacts and places visited in the 28 days before diagnosis 

also must be disclosed to the CHO. Close contacts of confirmed cases can be directed to self-

isolate for 14 days. The Minister can grant a written exemption.  

Since 16th October, travellers from New Zealand entering New South Wales have not been 

subject to quarantine restrictions. Travellers from New Zealand can be required to self-

quarantine if they have been in a New Zealand COVID-19 hot spot in the previous 14 days or 

have been assessed to be an unacceptable transmission risk by the NSW CHO.  

Restrictions on the NSW-Victorian border remain in place, although certain requirements 

were relaxed on 15th October. NSW residents travelling outside the border zone will 

generally be required to have an entry permit to re-enter NSW from Victoria and must 

travel by aircraft landing at Sydney Airport and quarantine accordingly. Special permits exist 

for individuals providing freight services, critical services, agricultural workers, consular 

officials, those who entered Victoria through air transit, and those entering the state for 

care, compassionate, health, or educational reasons. Individuals residing in the border 

region can apply for a special permit enabling travel within the NSW-Victoria border zone.  

On 15th October, the NSW Government also relaxed public health restrictions on gathering 

and movement. For hospitality venues consisting of two or more separate areas, the 

maximum permissible number of people is the lesser of 300 persons, 1 person per 2 square 

metres (outdoor) or 1 person per 4 square metres (indoor). Outdoor music festivals are be 

subject to a maximum of 500 participants, with organiser required to develop and comply 

with a COVID-Safe plan.  
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Victoria 

As of Tuesday, 27th October 2020 12:3pm Victoria had conducted 3,066,501 coronavirus 

tests. Of those 20,341 tested positive for COVID-19. 91 active cases remain in Victoria, with 

19,366 recovered and 817 who have died from the virus. 985 cases were acquired overseas, 

15,073 cases were acquired locally from known sources, 4,276 were acquired locally from 

unknown sources and 6 cases remain under investigation.  

On Monday, 26th October Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews, announced a transition to the 

advanced stages of Step Three restrictions easing in Metropolitan Melbourne.  

The Premier noted that “now is the time to open up”, with Metropolitan Melbourne’s 14-

day rolling average case number at 2.8, below revised modelling that shaped the Step Three 

restrictions easement framework. The Department of Health and Human Services also 

noted this case load made it safe to further ease restrictions.    

From Wednesday, 28th October residents in Metropolitan Melbourne will not be restricted 

in reasons to leave home, however they must remain within 25km of their home or 

workplace, and the will continued to be restricted in their travels to regional Victoria.  

Household Gatherings:  

Households are restricted two hosting, two adult visitors (plus any dependents), or visiting 

another household per day. Exceptions are made for visiting partners in relationships, 

caregiving, compassionate reasons or for receiving services.   

Timeline and Staged Easing 

The Victorian Government will continue to ease restrictions as case numbers decline, in line 

with the Victorian ‘roadmap to recovery’, before returning to a ‘COVID Normal’ 

environment, in mid to late December.   

Most industries will remain restricted until Monday, 23rd November. For details on 

Metropolitan Melbourne’s easement of restrictions roadmap see here. For details on the 

latest restrictions easement, see Hawker Britton’s brief here.  

Airports 

Premier Daniel Andrews has made requests to the Federal Government to extend the 

diversion of incoming international flights and the quarantine of passengers to other 

Australian cities. The diversion request will continue until the Government can make 

determinations following the release of the Hotel Quarantine inquiry, scheduled for mid-

November.  

 

http://www.hawkerbritton.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Victoria-roadmap-Melbourne-Metro_0.pdf
mailto:http://www.hawkerbritton.com/2020/10/victorian-government-covid-19-response-metropolitan-melbourne-advanced-step-three-restrictions-ease/
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Face Coverings  

From 11:59pm Sunday, 2nd August, masks, or face coverings are mandatory across all of 

Victoria when outside households for everyone over the age of twelve. Exceptions apply, 

including for relevant medical conditions. 

Borders 

Victoria’s borders are open, with no specific restrictions on residents of other states. 

However, there are hard borders between Regional Victoria and Metropolitan Melbourne. 

Australian Capital Territory 

From Friday, 9th October the ACT commenced part two of stage three of reopening in 

accordance with National Cabinet Guidelines. The number of individuals permitted inside 

indoor venues will be determined by the “one person per four square metre rule”. All 

gatherings can increase to 200 people.  

• Medium-sized hospitality venues with total usable space between 101 and 200 

square metres can have a maximum of 50 people throughout the venue (excluding 

staff)  

• For cinemas and movie theatres – up to 50% capacity of each theatre, up to 200 

people 

• For large indoor seated venues – ticketed events up to 50% capacity, up to 1,000 

people 

• For enclosed outdoor venues with permanent tiered seating/grandstands – ticketed 

events up to 50% capacity, up to 1000 people 

• For GIO Stadium and Manuka Oval –up to 50% seated capacity   

• Workplaces may commence a return to the workplace if it suits employers and 

employees.  

• If workplaces choose to return a COVID Safe Plan should be in place. 

The next check point will be on 6th November 2020. 

ACT residents are advised domestic travel to and from the ACT is not restricted, except to 

and from Victoria. Anyone looking to return to the ACT after entering VIC will need to apply 

for an exemption, and will be required to quarantine for 14 days after leaving VIC. 

ACT residents can return home from VIC but are required to enter quarantine until 14 days 

after leaving VIC, unless specifically granted an exemption from quarantine. ACT 

residents must notify ACT Health of their intention to return. 
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There are restrictions on transiting through NSW from VIC by road. Any ACT resident 

wishing to enter the ACT from VIC by road will need to additionally apply for a border entry 

permit from Services NSW. 

Western Australia 

On 27th June Western Australia commenced the fourth phase of reopening. The numbers 

permitted in any venue are determined by the ‘one person per two square metre’ rule.   

Travel is now permitted throughout all regions within WA, except for entry into remote 

Aboriginal communities. 

The categories of "exempt traveller" are set out in detail in the Directions. It is important 

that any person who is seeking to enter Western Australia reads and understands the 

categories of exempt traveller that are set out in the Directions. In summary, the categories 

include:  

• any person performing a function under a Commonwealth law 

• truck drivers who deliver goods to Western Australia as part of their normal 

duties 

• FIFO workers, subject to requirements to isolate for 14 days at an approved 

location at their employer's expense  

• emergency service workers  

• compassionate grounds – including urgent and essential medical treatment, 

visiting a relative who has suffered a serious medical episode, or whose death is 

imminent, and to attend a funeral  

• members of the House of Representatives and Senators of the Commonwealth 

Parliament 

• carers and relatives who need to care for a dependent person in Western 

Australia 

• dependent persons who need to enter Western Australia to be cared for by a 

carer or relative because they can no longer be cared for interstate  

• people whose residential facility, such as a boarding school, has closed, who 

need to return to Western Australia to stay with family or a carer  

• people who need to enter Western Australia to comply with a court order 

• specialists with skills not otherwise available in WA, who are required to 

undertake time-critical services required for industry or business continuity or 

maintenance of competitive operation. This does not include anyone who 

performs their duties according to an established work schedule. 
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Travellers who have been in Victoria in the previous 14 days will not be allowed into WA, 

unless they fall into one of the following categories:  

• certain senior Government Officials  

• certain active military personnel  

• a member of the Commonwealth Parliament and any members of their staff 

travelling with them  

• a person carrying out functions under a law of the Commonwealth  

• the Premier of WA and any members of the Premier's staff  

• a person coming to WA at the request of the Chief Health Officer or the Director 

General of Health  

• any person (other than an airline or maritime crew member) responsible for 

transport or freight and logistics services into or out of WA 

• In addition, persons falling into the above categories are required to comply with 

certain hygiene requirements during the 14 days after the date they entered WA.  

 

Starting from Saturday, 24th October, the maximum capacity for a seated performance or 

seated entertainment that is ticketed and takes place in a seated entertainment space is 60 

percent. 

These changes affect certain venues with one or more seated entertainment spaces which 

contain fixed seating and were regularly used for seated performances or seated 

entertainment immediately before 15th March 2020 or immediately before 11.59pm on 23rd 

October 2020. 

This exemption does not apply to events that are required to develop a COVID Event Plan. 

Eligible venues include: 

• theatres 

• concert halls 

• music auditoriums/amphitheatres 

• cinemas 

• comedy lounges 

• performing arts centres. 

WA’s sport and entertainment venues (Optus Stadium, HBF Park, HBF Stadium and RAC 

Arena) will continue to operate at the capacity levels currently set by the Direction.  

Phase 5 would see remaining restrictions removed, except WA’s hard border and access to 

remote Aboriginal communities. The 2 square metre rule and capacity levels for major 
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venues will be removed, meaning all venues and businesses will be able to operate at full 

capacity. 

The Chief Health Officer has made it clear that community spread in the eastern states still 

poses a threat to our State, and there are still concerns over the border arrangements of 

other States. Phase 5 will only go ahead when the Chief Health Officer is confident it is safe 

to do so. The decision around when Phase 5 comes into effect will be based on health 

advice. 

Phase 6 will release WA’s hard border. 

South Australia 

On 2nd October, South Australia extended their declaration of Emergency for a further 28 

days. South Australia remains in the third stage of reopening. A residential gathering limit of 

50 people and COVID Safe marshals are required to maintaining social distancing and 

hygiene standards at all public venues. Border restrictions will continue to apply in respect 

of entrants to South Australia from Victoria.  

Anyone travelling intro South Australia will be required to register with the South Australian 

Government, regardless of prior location. The requirements vary depending on place of 

origin.  

• Arrivals from ACT, NT, Queensland, Tasmania, Western Australia, and New South 

Wales will be required to register but will not be subject to other restrictions.  

• Essential travellers from Victoria will be able to enter South Australia subject to 

conditions of a travel permit, including self-quarantine.  

• Travellers arriving directly from New Zealand are now able to enter South 

Australia without the requirement of a 14-day quarantine period.  

Full South Australian regulations can be found here.  

Tasmania 

From 26th October, travellers from ‘low-risk areas’ (Queensland, the ACT, SA, WA, the NT 

and New Zealand) will not need to quarantine on arrival in Tasmania.  They will need to 

provide information about their travel in the 14 days prior to arriving in Tasmania.  They 

must not have been to a medium or high-risk location before arriving in Tasmania, or they 

will need to undertake 14 days quarantine. 

From 26th October, an opt-in SMS tracking system will be used to ensure compliance of 

those in-home quarantine.  The location information will only be sent when the recipient of 

a text clicks the link to upload their current location (individuals are not live-tracked).  This 

https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/emergency-declarations
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system complements the physical compliance checks being carried out by the police and 

public health officials. 

From 1st December a framework for COVID-Safe events will come into effect which will see 

restrictions on events reduce further in three stages.  See the stages here. 

Since 31st August, all travellers to Tasmania have needed to fill out an arrival questionnaire, 

are subject to health symptoms questioning and have their temperature checked on arrival. 

Since 25th September, the Tasmanian government recommitted to stage three of reopening. 

The following gathering restrictions will apply: 

• The lesser of either one person per two square metres, 250 (indoors), or 1000 

(outdoors) 

• Household gatherings to remain capped at 20 visitors 

Queensland 

From October 1st, additional local government areas have been added to the declared 

border zone across northern NSW. The ‘border bubble’ now extends to Byron Bay. 

 

From 4pm Friday October 2nd, standing eating and drinking was permitted at indoor and 

outdoor venues with a COVID Safe Plan or Checklist. 

 

The government is encouraging outdoor dining and activities. From October 1st, outdoor 

density requirements were relaxed for businesses with a COVID Safe Plan or Checklist to one 

person per 2m2. Outdoor dining, beer gardens and theme parks will benefit from the 

increased capacity. 

 

The maximum number of attendees permitted at outdoor events with a COVID Safe Events 

Checklist has been increased from 500 to 1000. This will apply to events such as Christmas 

Carols. 

 

The seated capacity of outdoor stadiums and amphitheatres has increased from 50% to 

75%, where there is a COVID Safe Plan in place. 

 

From November 1, visitors and returned travellers from NSW can enter Queensland with a 

valid Queensland Border Declaration Pass without having to complete mandatory hotel 

quarantine, provided community transmission is under control, including whether there has 

been any unlinked cases in the previous 28 days. 

 

https://coronavirus.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/126204/A-Framework-for-COVID-19-Safe-Events-and-Activities-in-Tasmania.pdf


 

 

9 

Gatherings of up to 40 people in homes and public spaces can take place across Queensland. 

 

Up to 40 people will be permitted to dance at a wedding with a COVID Safe Plan.  

 

From December 1st, gatherings of up to 50 people in homes and public spaces across 

Queensland will be permitted. 

 

The maximum number of attendees permitted at outdoor events with a COVID Safe Events 

Checklist may increase from 1000 to 1500. 

 

Unlimited dancing at weddings with a COVID Safe Plan will be permitted. Further review of 

restrictions will be undertaken. 

 

The Queensland Government has re-affirmed its goal to achieve a ‘new normal,’ which 

includes maintaining physical distancing, wearing a mask when distancing is not possible, 

maintaining good hand hygiene, staying at home when sick, restricting travel from hotspots 

and effective contact tracing.  

 

Northern Territory 

Events with less than 100 people do not require completion of a checklist or safety plan, 

however the physical distancing and hygiene principles should still be considered and 

implemented. 

Events and public gatherings of 100 to 500 people must complete a COVID-19 safety 

checklist. 

Major events and public gatherings of over 500 people must submit a COVID-19 Event 

Safety Plan and receive formal approval from the Chief Health Officer prior to the event 

proceeding. 

All people travelling to the Northern Territory must complete the border entry form. 

If you are intending to travel to the Northern Territory from an identified coronavirus 

hotspot you are advised to cancel your plans. Likewise, if you are a Territorian intending to 

travel to a hotspot you are advised to cancel your plans. 

Any exemption granted before the 17th July 2020 are invalid if the person travelling has 

been in an identified hotspot. 
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Anyone arriving at the Northern Territory from or through a declared hotspot in the last 14 

days must undertake 14 days mandatory supervised quarantine. This will be at your own 

cost. The cost per person for supervised quarantine is $2500. 

Mandatory supervised quarantine will be at the Howard Springs quarantine facility or 

another approved facility elsewhere in the Northern Territory 

 

Further Information 

For more information on COVID-19 and related government matters see Barton Deakin 

Briefs.  

For information on Victorian, Western Australian, and Queensland responses to COVID-19 

and related matters see here.  

For more information, contact Barton Deakin here.  

To stay up to date with the affairs of Coalition Governments and Oppositions around 

Australia, you can follow Barton Deakin on Twitter and LinkedIn. For more information on 

Barton Deakin please visit our website. 

 

https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/
https://bartondeakin.com/briefs/
http://www.hawkerbritton.com/occasional-papers/
mailto:info@bartondeakin.com
https://twitter.com/bartondeakin
https://www.linkedin.com/company/barton-deakin-government-relations/?originalSubdomain=au
https://bartondeakin.com/

