
 

 

 

  
 

Barton Deakin Brief: JobMaker Digital Business Plan 
29 September 2020 

Overview  
Prime Minister, the Hon Scott Morrison MP and Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP, today 

announced a $800 million plan to boost the digital capacity of businesses and promote the adoption 

of new technologies. The announcement comes ahead of the Federal Budget, which will be handed 

down by the Treasurer on Tuesday 6 October 2020.  

The Digital Business Plan is targeted at building Australia’s digital transformation to drive 

productivity growth, encourage innovation and create jobs.  

Objectives of the Plan  
(1) Continued investment in digital capability in addition to previous funding announcements 

under the Cyber Security Strategy ($1.67 billion) and the NBN investment plan ($4.5 billion).  

(2) Improving skills and capability in digital services.  

(3) Cutting red tape for businesses dealing with Government  

Primary Elements of the Business Plan 
- $256.6 million to develop a Digital Identity system. Digital identity is already being used by 

over 1.6 million Australians and 1.16 million businesses to access over 70 government 

services. 

- A further $419.9 million to enable the full implementation of the Modernising Business 

Registers (MBR) program, allowing businesses to quickly view, update and maintain their 

business registry data in a single location; 

- A further $28.5 million to support the rollout of the Consumer Data Right to the banking and 

energy sectors for mortgage and personal loan data; 

- $29.2 million to accelerate the rollout of 5G, including an initiative to invest in commercial 

trials and testbeds in industry sectors such as agriculture, mining, logistics and 

manufacturing. 

- $22.2 million for the Australian Small Business Advisory Service – Digital Solutions program, 

a Digital Readiness Assessment tool and a Digital Directors training package; 

- $11.4 million for a regulatory technology commercialisation initiative to improve 

compliance; 

- $9.6 million to support fintechs to export financial services and attract investment; 

- $6.9 million for two blockchain pilots; 

- $5.9 million to boost Australia’s influence on international standards; 

- $3.6 million for electronic invoicing by 1 July 2022 for all Commonwealth Government 

agencies within their supply chains; 

- $2.5 million for digital skills training; 



 
 

 

 
 

- Consulting on permanent the temporary reforms to allow virtual meetings and execution of 

documents electronically; 

- Reforming the regulation around stored-value facilities to support innovation and 

competition in line with the recommendations of the Council of Financial Regulators. 

 

Further Information  

Joint Media Release  

Barton Deakin Brief on the Cyber Security Strategy 2020 

For further information on the JobMaker Digital Business Plan, contact David Alexander on +61 

457 400 524 or Georga Nonnenmacher on +61 457 662 422. 
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