
 

 

 

  
 

Barton Deakin Brief: Budget Analysis 2020-21 
 

6 October 2020 

Overview  

Tonight, Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenberg MP delivered the 2020-21 Budget, which responds to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Prime Minister, the Hon Scott Morrison MP described this as the most 
important Budget since World War II. 

The theme of the Budget was job creation and employment due to the economic impacts of the 
pandemic. Other key focus areas were infrastructure spending, expedited tax cuts and further cash 
payments for welfare recipients. 

Key Figures:  

Debt ceiling: $1.1 trillion. 

Deficit 2020-21:  $213.7 billion. 

Spending as a proportion of GDP: 34.8 per cent. 

Unemployment: Below 10 per cent. 

Real GDP fall: 1.5 per cent. 

Net debt 2020-21: $703.2 billion. 

This Barton Deakin Brief outlines the major funding and policy announcements across key 
Government portfolios. 
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Finance and Treasury  
Individuals 
Tax cuts 

• The Government will backdate the "stage two" tax cuts that were due to start in July 2022 to 
1 July 2020. 

• The 19 per cent tax rate will increase from $41,000 to $45,000. 
• The 32.5 per cent tax rate will increase from $90,000 to $120,000. 
• Incomes over $200,000 will be taxed at 45 per cent. 

 

Individual concessions (from 1 July 2020) 

• The low income tax offset will increase from $445 to $700. 
• Low and middle-income earners will receive a one-off additional benefit of up to $1,080 

from the low and middle income tax offset. 
 

Income tax deduction for retraining 

• The government will consult on changes to existing rules that deny people from claiming tax 
deductions for the cost of training for a future career. 

 

Business 
Depreciable asset deduction 

• Businesses with a turnover of up to $5 billion can deduct the cost of eligible depreciable 
assets acquired between 6 October 2020 and 30 June 2022. 

 

Tax loss ‘carry back’ benefits 

• Small businesses will be able to offset current losses against previously paid taxes to boost 
cash flows. 

 

Small business start-up tax breaks 

• $105 million on ten tax breaks for operators with turnover between $10 million and $50 
million.  They include no fringe benefits tax on car parking, phones or laptops, simpler 
trading stock rules and easier PAYG instalments. 

 

Fringe benefit tax break for training 

• Retraining or reskilling workers who face redundancy will be exempt from fringe benefits 
tax. 

 

Capital Gains Tax 

• The government is to waive CGT currently paid on the value of a home with a granny flat. 



 
 

 

 
 

First home buyer scheme 

• Extra 10,000 first home buyers will be able to obtain a loan to build or buy a newly built 
home with a deposit of as little as 5 per cent. 

 

Superannuation  

• Superannuation reform through the ‘Your Future, Your Super’ to eliminate super fees  
• Under these reforms, you will keep your super fund when you change jobs, stopping 

the creation of unintended multiple super accounts and the erosion of your super 
balance.  

• If an employee does not nominate an account at the time they start a new job, 
employers will pay their superannuation contributions to their existing fund. 

• Changes commencing on 1 July 2021 
• Joint Super Release from the Treasurer and Assistant Minister for Superannuation, Financial 

Services and Financial Technology.  

To read the Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  
 

Health & Aged Care  

The 2020-21 Budget allocates $115 billion in 2020-21 and $467 billion over the next four years 
towards health and aged care services. Whilst mitigating the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
remains the key focus of the health sector, the government is also focused on objectives such as 
improving accessibility, supporting research and development, improving quality and safety, and 
bolster the health sector’s operational capability.  

COVID-19 Measures  

A total of $16 billion will be allocated towards the pandemic health response and $2.3 billion will be 
allocated for COVID-19 treatments and vaccines. 

The government will continue to support over 150 GP-led respiratory clinics which provide testing 
for COVID-19 and reduce pressure on the hospital system. 86 Point of Care testing sites will also 
continue to be funded for regional, remote, and indigenous communities. Medicare will continue to 
subsidise pathology testing for COVID-19. The COVID-19 supplement for aged care providers will be 
extended over the next financial year. 

The Budget will also provide funding to mitigate against the impact of the pandemic on mental 
health. Key initiatives include: 

• $630 million for the national headspace network. 
• $74 million investment for the Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support Line. 
• $48 million allocation for the Mental Health Response Plan. 
• Additional programs will be available in Victoria, recognising the distinct impact of the 

pandemic on the state. 

Australian programs for the research, development, and production of a COVID-19 vaccine will 
receive $2.3 billion in additional funds.  

https://ministers.treasury.gov.au/ministers/josh-frydenberg-2018/media-releases/your-future-your-super-making-your-super-work-harder
https://ministers.treasury.gov.au/ministers/josh-frydenberg-2018/media-releases/your-future-your-super-making-your-super-work-harder


 
 

 

 
 

An initial allocation of $1.7 billion has been provided for doses of a vaccine should it become 
available.  

Medical Research  

As the Medical Research Future Fund (MRFF) reaches maturity, the Budget makes a number of 
significant investments in medical research. This includes: 

• $6.6 billion over the next four years for the MRFF and the National Health and Medical 
Research Council. 

•  $424 million for new research grants, with a particular focus on COVID-19, Mental Health, 
Genomics, Chronic Fatigue Syndrome. 

Quality and Safety  

The Budget makes a number of investments aimed at enhancing the quality and safety of health 
services. The largest component of this will be investments in ongoing care for the elderly and those 
with chronic health conditions. Key items include: 

• $408 million to improve the care and quality of the aged care system, which will increase 
funding for aged care to $27.1 billion. 

• $1.6 billion will deliver an estimated 23,000 home care packages. This increased investment 
will bring the total number of home care packages to 185,597 by June 2021. 

• A further $746 million for pandemic response in the aged care sector, extending the $1.6 
billion already provided. 

• Additional funding for programs to meet the recommendations of the Royal Commission 
into Aged Care, which will include a Serious Incident Response Scheme and additional 
counselling and psychological services. 

• $21 million for development of the aged care workforce, including funds for the Aged Care 
Workforce Council and funds to support nurses. 

• $10 million for young people with a disability to have access to more age-appropriate 
facilities. 

• $11.3 million will be provided for additional training and support for aged care providers and 
carers for people with dementia. 

• Oversight and investigation of serious incidents of misconduct through the Serious Incident 
Response Scheme, with additional funding of $29.8 million. 

• $91.6 million in funding for a new independent Australian National Aged Care Classification 
assessment workforce. 

Accessibility  

The Budget builds on the government's objective of improving accessibility to health services for 
remote, regional, indigenous and disadvantaged communities. This includes $4 billion in funding for 
indigenous health services over the next four years.  

Key supports for the indigenous health include additional funding for ATSI community health 
organisations, funding for preventative and primary health in remote indigenous communities, and 
additional funding for indigenous medical research.  

The implementation of the $550 million Rural Health Strategy will continue. This strategy provides 
support for multidisciplinary primary care in regional areas. A further $50.3 million will be allocated 



 
 

 

 
 

towards training medical professionals for the discrete demands for providing healthcare in regional 
and remote areas. Through the MRFF, $125 million will be provided for clinical trials in regional 
areas.  

Cost Reduction  

The Government will continue to reduce out-of-pocket medical costs through the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Scheme and Medicare. Over the next four years, the Government forecasts a total 
expenditure of $119.3 billion for Medicare, which represents an increase of $6 billion. This will 
include a further $2.4 billion for telehealth services and an additional $5.7 billion for psychological 
services.  

$41.5 billion will be allocated to the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme. The Budget provides a PBS 
New Medicines Funding Guarantee, which provides that the Commonwealth will grant PBS listing to 
all medicines which receive a positive recommendation from the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory 
Committee (PBAS).  

Operational Support  

The Budget includes a further $133 billion for hospitals under the National Health Reform 
Agreement.  

Furthermore, the Commonwealth will continue to support key agencies in achieving health 
outcomes, this includes:  

• $43.4 million to support the development of health-related infrastructure. 
• $16.7 million to the states for programs to improve the health of Indigenous Australians. 
• $78.929 million for the Australian Digital Health Agency. 
• $13.39 million for the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. 
• $7.063 million for Food Standards Australia New Zealand. 
• $74.947 million for Aged Care Quality and Safety Commission. 
• $21.656 million for the Australian Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation Authority. 
• $6.626 million for the Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency. 
• $12.321 million for Cancer Australia. 
• $3.384 million for the National Blood Authority. 
• $3.448 million for the National Health Funding Body. 
• $378.537 million for the National Health and Medical Research Council. 
• $5.961 million for the National Mental Health Commission. 
• $3.666 million for the Professional Services Review. 

Telehealth  

• $7.0 million for Beyond Blue, Lifeline and Kids Helpline to expand capacity to manage 
increased demand for crisis support services in Victoria. 

• $5.0 million to support digital and telephone services for vulnerable populations. 
• $5.0 million for headspace to increase outreach services to young people in the community 

who are in severe distress. 
• $111.6 million for the extension of temporary COVID-19 telehealth services. 
• $18.6 million to progress ICT systems to support quality assurance for MBS telehealth 

services. 



 
 

 

 
 

To read the Health Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here. 

To read the Minister for Social Services media release on older and vulnerable Australians, click 
here.  
 

Infrastructure  

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic the Government has committed to invest an additional 
$14 billion in new and accelerated infrastructure projects over the next four years.  

This funding is from the 10-year transport infrastructure investment pipeline, which has now been 
expanded to $110 billion.  

State Infrastructure Payments 

• The states will gain $10.4 billion in use-it-or-lose-it infrastructure payments designed to 
encourage them to spend by providing more for those who get the money out the door the 
quickest. 

Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility 

• $5.63 million for the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility. 
• $7.5 billion in national transport infrastructure funding brought forward to this year’s 

Budget. 
• ACT - $155 million investment into transport infrastructure from the Federal Coalition as 

part of our COVID-19 economic recovery plan. 

To read the Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here. 

Jobs & Small Business  

$2.3 billion to support state skills and workforce development services, including $1.6 billion through 
the National Skills and Workforce Development SPP, $500.0 million (to be matched by the states) 
towards the $1 billion JobTrainer Fund, and $200.0 million through other National Partnership 
payments. 

Wage subsidies 

• Bosses who give a job to an unemployed young person will receive a wage subsidy at a cost 
of around $1.2 billion. 

• Accounts for as much as 50 per cent of salaries for new or recommencing 
apprentices or trainees and up to $7,000 per quarter available is until 30 September 
2021. 

• Capped at 100,000 workers and is available to anyone regardless of geographic 
location, industry, business size, or occupation. 

• The second wage subsidy is for employers taking on people under 35 who have been forced 
onto JobSeeker during the pandemic. 

Business investment allowance 

• Business investment allowance applying to plant, equipment and other assets. 

https://www.health.gov.au/ministers/the-hon-greg-hunt-mp/media/budget-2020-21-record-health-and-aged-care-investment-under-australias-covid-19-pandemic-plan
https://ministers.dss.gov.au/media-releases/6406
https://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/mccormack/media-release/infrastructure-investment-laying-foundations-australias-economic-recovery


 
 

 

 
 

Digital Business Plan 

• $800 million Digital Business Plan is targeted at building Australia’s digital transformation to 
drive productivity growth, encourage innovation and create jobs and to boost the digital 
capacity of businesses and promote the adoption of new technologies. See the Barton 
Deakin brief. 

• $26.2 million to enable small businesses to access the benefits of digital technology and to 
look after themselves and their businesses as they manage the stress of the COVID-19 crisis. 

Job Maker Hiring Credit 

• Incentives to take on additional employees that are young job seekers aged 16 to 35 years 
old.  

• For each eligible employee, employers will receive for up to 12 months 
• $200 a week if they hire an eligible young person aged 16 to 29 years; or  
• $100 a week if they hire an eligible young person aged 30 to 35 years. 

Job Trainer Fund 

• $1 billion for the Job Trainer Fund. 
• Government is investing $299 million to provide an additional 12,000 undergraduate 

Commonwealth Supported Places in 2021. Prioritised according to labour market need, skills 
gaps and industry engagement. This is on top of the additional 100,000 undergraduate 
places by 2030 announced through the Job-ready Graduates Package, including around 
17,000 additional places in 2021. 

To read the Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  

Social Services  

The Government is providing $25 billion in further temporary and targeted support under the 
COVID-19 Response Package.  

• Aged, carer, family and disability welfare recipients will receive $500 in cash payments in the 
next five months. Two $250 payments will be paid in December and March, 2021.The 
recipients will be people who receive the age pension, disability support pension, carer 
payment, family tax benefit, family tax benefit lump sum, double orphan pension, carer 
allowance, Commonwealth seniors health card, pensioner concession card and veteran card. 

• $25.2 million for temporary new independence criteria for Youth Allowance and ABSTUDY.  

National Disability Insurance Scheme  

• $3.9 billion for the NDIS which is providing life-changing support to 400,000 Australians with 
a disability.  

• Additional $799 million over four years to the NDIA and the NDIS Quality and Safeguards 
Commission to ensure participants receive quality supports as quickly as possible.  

• $32.3 million to implement Australia's Care and Support Workforce Package to boost jobs 
and encourage innovation, provide better service delivery and identify opportunities for 
regulatory alignment, and reduce the administrative burden for Australia's care and support 
workforce. 

 

https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/09/290920-Digital-Business-Changes-Brief.pdf
https://ministers.dese.gov.au/cash/providing-skills-australians-need-get-job


 
 

 

 
 

Affordable Housing  

• $2.5 billion to support state affordable housing services, including $1.6 billion through the 
National Housing and Homelessness Agreement (NHHA), $680.0 million through 
HomeBuilder and $241.9 million through other National Partnership payments.  

• $921.9 million in 2020-21 through National Partnership payments to support state 
affordable housing services. 

Domestic Violence Measures 

• The Government is providing $4.8 million to give continued effect to its ban on direct cross 
examinations and $1.8 million to criminalise Family Court order breaches (further detail see 
Attorney-General portfolio area)  

• Funding to extend the Help is Here advertising campaign.  

Supporting Indigenous Australians 

• $46.5 million under the new National Agreement on Closing the Gap to partner with 
Indigenous organisations to expand service delivery. 

• Indigenous Business Australia will receive an additional investment of $150 million to extend 
the Indigenous Home Ownership Program. 

To read the Minister’s media release on support for older and vulnerable Australians in the Budget 
2019-20, click here. 

Energy 

Gas-fired  

• $52.9 million to support a gas-fired recovery. To help unlock Australia’s vast gas reserves, 
the Government will develop five Strategic Basin Plans. 

• This is complemented by the first National Gas Infrastructure Plan, which will identify 
priority projects, ensuring gas is delivered where it is needed. 

• $42 million of investments to unlock supply, $10.9 million will be invested to strengthen gas 
infrastructure planning and deliver market reform to lower the price of gas for households 
and manufacturers. 

• $70.2 million over five years to activate Australia’s first regional hydrogen export hub and 
facilitate research collaborations and international supply chain studies to boost Australia’s 
hydrogen industry.  

The Technology Investment Roadmap  

The Technology Investment Roadmap will see $18 billion of Commonwealth investments over the 
next decade. There are three key objectives of the Roadmap – lower emissions, lower costs and 
more jobs. 

• Up to $250 million will go to three projects: the Marinus Link, Project Energy Connect, and 
VNI West. 

• Creation of an Australian Gas Hub at a cost of $52.9 million. 
• Onshore diesel storage will be increased by 40 per cent. 

 

https://ministers.dss.gov.au/media-releases/6406


 
 

 

 
 

Hydrogen energy supply chain pilot project 

• $12.5 million in a pilot project to demonstrate the feasibility of a hydrogen energy supply 
chain (HESC) based on gasification of brown coal to produce liquid hydrogen for use in 
Japan. 

Western Australia Energy and Emissions Reduction Deal 

• $28.5 million to support two key projects in Western Australia which will deliver reliable and 
affordable energy solutions, emissions reductions and support economic recovery (the South 
West Interconnected System Big Battery project, and the Western Australia based 
microgrids program). 

Regional Microgrids  

• $67.1 million in grants to support new microgrids in regional and remote communities to 
deliver affordable and reliable power. 

Cyber Security in energy 

• $4.9 million over two years to improve cyber security in the energy sector and prepare 
government and industry for future threats. 

Other 

• $50 million investment in the Carbon Capture Use and Storage Development Fund to pilot 
carbon capture projects that will help dramatically cut emissions from large industrial 
facilities; 

• $74.5 million over four years to enable Australian consumers and businesses to adopt future 
fuel and vehicle technologies in Australia, including hydrogen, electric, and bio-fuelled 
vehicles; and 

• $45.2 million for the Government to progress reforms to make it easier and cheaper for 
business to participate in the Emissions Reduction Fund, and to support investment in 
offshore clean energy generation and transmission. 

See the Barton Deakin brief. 

To read the Minister for Energy’s media release on energy prices and emissions reduction Budget 
2019-20, click here. 

Education & Training 

• $51 billion in education to help drive Australia’s recovery from COVID-19 by guaranteeing 
essential services, including $550.3 million for additional university places and short courses 
and $1 billion for university research. 

• $1 billion universities to drive the discovery of new products, ideas and innovations to power 
our post COVID-19 recovery. 

• $550.3 million for additional university places and short courses, which includes: 
• $298.5 million for an additional 12,000 university places for Australian students in 

2021. 
• $251.8 million for additional 50,000 short course places in 2021. 

https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/09/220920-Barton-Deakin-Brief-Energising-the-Economy-FINAL.pdf
https://www.minister.industry.gov.au/ministers/taylor/media-releases/247b-lock-lower-energy-prices-reduce-emissions-and-boost-our-economy


 
 

 

 
 

• $40 million to fund universities to start projects in their local communities that drive 
the national interest, including greater collaboration with industry. 

• $22.5 billion to support state education services, including $21.9 billion in Quality Schools 
funding and $544.8 million through National Partnership payments. 

• $21.9 billion in Quality Schools funding to government and non-government schools in all 
states. 

• $3.418 billion for the Department of Education, Skills and Employment: 
• Early learning and access to childcare ($85.068 million). 
• Higher quality education international education, and international quality research 

($245.985 million). 
• Access to skills and training ($2.275 billion). 
• Policies and programs to assist job seekers to meet employer’s needs ($811.520 

million). 

To read the Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  

Foreign Affairs & Trade  

• $80 million to support the Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation COVAX Facility 
Advance Market Commitment to improve vaccine access for Pacific and Southeast Asian 
countries. 

• $304.7 million COVID-19 Recovery Fund over two years as part of our Pacific Step-up. 
• $55.5 million for security upgrades. This will include sustainment of the Government’s 

armoured vehicle fleet, security upgrades to buildings including embassies and residences, 
and increasing the number of security personnel. 

 

To read the Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  
 

Agriculture, Water and the Environment  

Agriculture 

• $317 million to the International Freight Assistance Mechanism. 
• $51 million in grants to help exporters meet the costs of exploring new markets and growing 

in overseas markets. 
• $156 over four years to drought recovery: 

• Includes $19.6 million to extend the National Dought and North Queensland Flood 
Response and Recovery Agency for another year. 

• Provides a further $2 billion in drought concessional loans. 
• $10 million of fees waived in the fishing industry. 
• $4 million to encourage Australians to eat local food. 
• $25 million to haul salvaged logs of time wood that survived the bushfires to timber mills 

and to ensure that the wood is properly stored. 
• $17.4 million to expand the Relocation Assistance to Take Up a Job Program. 

 

 

 

https://ministers.dese.gov.au/tehan/budget-2020-21-investing-education-and-research
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/marise-payne/media-release/2020-21-budget-protecting-australias-national-interests-and-trade-relations


 
 

 

 
 

Farm Business Resilience 

• $20 million to provide farm businesses with training to develop strategic management skills 
and support the development of a Farm Business Plan. 

 

Horticulture Netting Trial Scheme 

• $23.6 million to support primary producers of horticultural crops to purchase and install 
protective netting to reduce the impact of adverse weather conditions and animal 
predation, and to reduce the water usage on those farms. 

 

Pest and disease preparedness and response programs 

• $61.9 million to assist in the eradication of exotic animal, plant and environment pests and 
diseases. 

 

To read the Agriculture Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  
 

Water 
 

Murray-Darling Basin 

• $40 million to develop business cases for constraints measures and implementation. 
• $65 million to implement water reform in the Murray-Darling Basin. 

 

Rural water use and infrastructure program 

• $144 million to improve the efficiency and productivity of rural water management and 
usage, deliver substantial and lasting water returns to the environment, secure a long term 
sustainable future for irrigated agriculture, implement supply measures and improve the 
health of wetlands and freshwater ecosystems. 

 

Future Drought Fund 

• $20 million for Farm Business Resilience. 
• $10 million for the Regional Drought Resilience Planning to identify and guide innovative 

actions to build resilience to future droughts. 
 

Great Artesian Basin Sustainability initiative 

• $7.3 million funding to continue the capping of uncontrolled bores and piping open bore 
drains to reduce water loss and recover groundwater pressure. 

 

 

https://minister.awe.gov.au/littleproud/media-releases/budget-2020-21-backing-farmers-supporting-disaster-recovery-protecting-australians


 
 

 

 
 

Lindenow Valley water security scheme 

• $9 million to deliver grants to eligible Irrigators within the Lindenow Valley of East Gippsland 
Victoria, for the construction of on-farm water storage facilities, or bores and pumping 
facilities, to increase water security and improve resilience to drought. 

 

National Water Infrastructure Development Fund 

• $178.9 million of capital to support long-term regional economic growth and development 
by providing secure and affordable water through the construction of economically viable 
water infrastructure. 

• $58.4 million of funding for feasibility studies. 
 

Water for Fodder program 

• $5 million funding for South Australia to produce 40 gigalitres of water from the Adelaide 
Desalination Plant. 

 

On-farm Emergency Water Infrastructure Rebate 

$61.9 million for one-off rebates to eligible primary producers to improve water 
infrastructure. 

 

To read the Water Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  
 

Environment 
 

COVID-19 World and National Heritage 

• $32.7 million to support the domestic tourism industry and regional communities. 
 

Disaster risk reduction 

• $83.5 million in 2020/21 and $130.5 million over five years to support resilience to disasters 
triggered by natural hazards. 

 

Environmental assessment systems upgrade 

• $3.6 million to establish interoperable environmental assessment systems. 
 

Environment restoration fund 

• $4.3 million to protect Australia’s water, soil, plants and animals. 
 

https://minister.awe.gov.au/pitt/media-release/2020-21-budget-backs-water-reforms


 
 

 

 
 

Management of established pest and weeds 

• $4.6 million to deliver wild dog exclusion fencing in SA and support the states to deliver 
projects that better manage established pest animals and weeds. 

 

Recycling infrastructure 

• $59.7 million to improve recycling outcomes by addressing critical infrastructure gaps in 
Australia’s waste management. 

• $249.6 million over four years to modernise recycling infrastructure, reduce waste and 
recycle more within Australia. 

• $190 million Recycling Modernisation Fund. 
• $47.4 million to protect our oceans and restore their health. 

 

To read the Environment Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  
 

Industry, Innovation & Science  
The Modern Manufacturing Strategy 

The Modern Manufacturing Strategy will receive around $1.5 billion in funding. This forms another 
part of the Morrison Government’s JobMaker plan, the centrepiece of the COVID-19 economic 
recovery.   
 
The Modern Manufacturing Strategy includes $1.3 billion for strategic investments in programs and 
projects which will assist manufacturers in scaling up and creating jobs. There are six focus areas: 
resources and critical minerals; food and beverages; medical products; recycling and clean energy; 
defence and space.   
 
In addition to strategic investments, the Strategy will also seek to improve the competitiveness of 
individual sectors, these initiatives include:  

• $52.8 million to modernise manufacturing and scale up 
• $107 million to reduce supply chain vulnerabilities 

 
The Budget provides additional funding for research and development including:  

• $459 million for the CSIRO and other major STEM. 
• $238.1 million for the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation. 
• $18.840 million for the Australian Institute of Marine Science. 
• $76.965 million for the Australian Nuclear Science and Technology Organisation. 
• $98.714 million for Geoscience Australia. 
• $149,000 for Intellectual Property (IP) Australia. 
• $89.786 million for the Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA). 

 

Other key Budget initiatives for Industry, Innovation and Science include:  
• $29.7 million to help businesses digitise and adjust their operations in the wake of COVID-19  
• A number of initiatives focused on enhancing female participation in science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics (STEM):  
• $35.9 million for the Boosting Female Founder Initiatives  

https://minister.awe.gov.au/ley/media-releases/budget-2020-21-protecting-preserving-australia-environment


 
 

 

 
 

• $10 million for grants through the Women in STEM and Entrepreneurship  
• $2 million to extend the Women in STEM Ambassador Initiative. This also ties in to 

the Women's Economic Security Statement  
 

To read the Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  
 

To read the Barton Deakin Brief on the Modern Manufacturing Strategy, click here.   

Communications & Arts  

Metro/National 

• $7.6 million over four years (and $1.9 million per year ongoing) to the Special Broadcasting 
Service (SBS) Corporation to provide enhanced language services. 

• $3.5 million for financial advice telephone service for small businesses. 
• $1.6 million (including $0.9 million in capital funding) to the Office of the Commonwealth 

Ombudsman to oversee the use of the new Telecommunications and other Legislation 
Amendment (Assistance and Access) Act 2018.  

• $39.4 million over three years for the Office of the eSafety Commissioner. 
• $796.5 million over four years through its Digital Business Plan to further drive progress 

towards Australia becoming a leading digital economy by 2030 and to improve productivity, 
income growth and jobs by supporting the adoption of digital technologies by Australian 
businesses. The measures cover the following pillars: modern digital infrastructure, reduced 
regulatory barriers, small and medium enterprise (SME) support and capability and a digital 
government that is easier to do business with. 

• $1.4 million over two years to establish the Australian Broadband Advisory Council to assist 
in maximising the economic benefits of increased digital connectivity for Australian 
businesses and consumers. 

• $20.3 million to extend COVID-19-related national communications activities (particularly 
within the Department of Health). 

• Additional $28.3 million over four years to extend the Be Connected Program until 2023-24. 
• $37.1 million for telecommunications emergency resilience, partially offset by redirecting 

$10 million from the Mobile Black Spots Program, to strengthen telecommunications 
capabilities prior to future natural disasters. 
 
 

Regional 

• $0.2 million to support the installation of mobile phone infrastructure to cover mobile and 
digital black spots for Cherry Gardens in South Australia. 

• $30.3 million over two years to extend Round One of the Regional Connectivity Program  
• $1.8 million over two years for a new Grainbelt Wireless Solutions Program, for wireless 

internet service providers to provide targeted solutions to improve internet and 
telecommunications access in the Western Australian Grainbelt. 

• $28.1 million over two years (including departmental costs) for round six of the Stronger 
Communities Program (the Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and 
Communications 129 Program). The Program provides funding of between $2,500 and 
$20,000 for small capital projects that deliver social benefits for local communities across 
Australia. 

https://www.minister.industry.gov.au/ministers/karenandrews/media-releases/2020-21-budget-manufacturing-australias-future
https://bartondeakin.com/app/uploads/2020/10/Barton-Deakin-Brief-Boost-to-Manufacturing.pdf


 
 

 

 
 

• $15.0 million over three years for grants to support locally-led solutions that improve access 
to reliable and affordable telecommunications and energy. 

 

Research Infrastructure Investment Plan 

• $8.9 million over three years to increase the capabilities of the Humanities, Arts, Social 
Sciences and Indigenous e-research platforms to maintain the Government’s $1.9 billion, 12-
year funding envelope for national research infrastructure (NRI). 

 

Viewer Access Satellite Television program 

• Funding over four years to extend the Viewer Access Satellite Television program. 
 

Australian Broadband Advisory Council 

• $1.4 million over two years to establish the Australian Broadband Advisory Council to 
maximise the economic benefits of increased digital connectivity for Australian businesses 
and consumers. 

 

Industry specific support 

• $22.9 million to support arts agencies to continue to provide services to the public while 
experiencing a decline in revenue due to the impacts of COVID-19. 

 

Screen Sector 

• $53.2 million over three years from 2020-21 to support the screen sector, including:  
o $30.0 million over two years to provide funding to Screen Australia to support 

Australian drama, documentary and children’s screen content. 
o $20.2 million over two years to provide funding to the Australian Children’s 

Television Foundation to support the development, production and distribution of 
quality Australian children’s screen content. 

o $3.0 million over three years to establish the Screen Writing and Script Development 
Fund to support Australian screenwriters to refine and develop scripts. 

 

Regional Arts 

• $27.0 million over two years for an arts support package for Regional Arts Australia, Support 
Act and Indigenous Art Centres and Fairs to provide crisis relief and targeted support to 
organisations, artists and arts workers. 

• $36.3 million in 2020-21 to provide support to agricultural show societies to meet the costs 
incurred through shows cancelled at short notice. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

COVID-19 Arts Package 

• $55.0 million over two years to establish a Public Interest News Gathering Program to 
support broadcasters and publishers who are producing news in regional Australia, partially 
offset by redirecting unallocated funds from the Regional and Small Publishers Jobs and 
Innovation Package. 

• Waiving the Commercial Broadcasting Tax for 12 months from 14 February 2020, providing 
commercial television and radio broadcasters with an estimated $41.0 million in tax relief. 

• $10.0 million over three years to extend the Supporting Television and Online Coverage of 
Under-represented Sports Program to provide further support for the broadcasting of 
underrepresented sports on subscription television. 

• $10.0 million for the Office of the eSafety Commissioner to respond to increased online 
activity. 

 

 

To read the Communication and Arts Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  

Home Affairs  

• $173.5 million to support our national security objectives 
• $35 million for a sixth round of the Safer Communities Fund  
• $201.5 million for initiatives to implement the 2020 Cyber Security Strategy. 
• $28.6 million to implement a simplified trade system. 
• AUSTRAC will receive $104.9 million to upgrade the reporting system, improve investigative 

abilities and enhance compliance with anti-money laundering. 
• $10.6 million to implement the Government’s next five-year National Action Plan to Combat 

Modern Slavery 2020-25. 
• $55.6 million to reactivate North West Point immigration detention centre on Christmas 

Island. 
• Additional $41.4 million has been allocated to support Australia’s Regional Cooperation 

Arrangement in Indonesia. 
• Planned ceiling for the 2020-21 Migration Program will remain at 160,000 places. 

 

To read the Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  
 

Defence  

The Budget allocates $9.4 billion for defence spending. This meets the Government’s 2 per cent 
defence spending commitment. This funding increase is part of the 2020 Defence Strategic Update, 
which is a 10 year funding model for the defence sector.  
 

Upgrading the Defence Force 

• $8.798 billion is allocated to the Defence Force in the Budget.  
• This funding commitment is part of a plan to allocate $270 billion over 10 years to 

upgrade the Australian Defence Force.  

https://minister.infrastructure.gov.au/fletcher/media-release/additional-support-strengthen-australias-communications-media-and-creative-sectors
https://minister.homeaffairs.gov.au/peterdutton/Pages/securing-and-uniting-australia-as-part-of-the-governments-economic-recovery-plan.aspx


 
 

 

 
 

• This includes $30 billion for investing in critical defence infrastructure and 
supporting the domestic defence industries.  

• A further $110 million will be provided in direct assistance to the defence 
industry and the development of the defence workforce. 

• Over the next ten years, the Budget provides a further $124.3 million in defence 
assistance to south pacific nations.    

 

Cyber Security 

• $1.7 billion for Cyber Security over the next decade, which includes $1.4 billion to enhance 
the capabilities of the Australian Signals Directorate and Cyber Security Centre. This 
includes:  

• $366.7 million over the forward estimates to the Australian Signals Directorate. 
• $470 million investment in the cyber security workforce, with the creation of over 

500 new jobs in the ASD.   
 

Veterans Affairs 

• $102 million is allocated over the four years for veteran mental health and wellbeing 
initiatives. This includes:  

• $94.3 million for veterans mental health services.  
• $7.4 million for the Open Arms counselling services and the Coordinated Veterans’ 

Care program. 
• Eligible veteran income support recipients and concession card holders will receive 

two additional $250 Economic Support Payments. 
• $17.7 million over four years for a Joint Transition Authority in Defence. 
• $6 million to continue the Prime Minister’s Veterans’ Employment Program.  

 

To read the Minister’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  
 

Attorney-General’s Department  

• $87.3 million for family law services that help families going through a separation to resolve 
matters without having to go to court. 

• $35.7 million in additional resources and judges for the Federal Circuit Court (FCC) to ensure 
timely case hearings for migration and family law cases. 

• $35.3 million in increased temporary resourcing for the Fair Entitlements Guarantee 
program. 

• $5.1 million for the Fair Work Commission to meet demand arising from COVID-19 and 
ensure workplace disputes are resolved as quickly as possible. 

• $4.8 million for the Family Violence and Cross-examination of Parties Scheme. 
• $2.5 million to allow the federal family law courts to continue to hear urgent matters 

through a specialist COVID-19 List. 
• $1.8 million to implement criminally enforceable federal family violence orders (FFVOs). 

 

To read the Attorney-General’s media release on the Budget 2019-20, click here.  

https://www.minister.defence.gov.au/minister/lreynolds/media-releases/safer-and-stronger-australia-budget-2020-21
https://www.attorneygeneral.gov.au/media/media-releases/supporting-justice-system-during-covid-19-pandemic


 
 

 

 
 

Women’s Economic Security Statement  

As the health restrictions have eased, these jobs have started to come back into the Australian 
economy, with 60 per cent of the 458,000 jobs created since May filled by women. 
 

This Budget includes our second Women’s Economic Security Statement, with $240 million in 
measures and programs to support: 

• New cadetships and apprenticeships for women in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics and $50 million as part of the Women's Economic Package to ensure women in 
STEM can contribute to the economic recovery: 

• $2 million to support the work of the Women in STEM Ambassador. 
• Job creation and entrepreneurialism; and 
• Women’s safety at work and at home. 

To read the Minister’s media release on the Women’s Economic Security Statement in the Budget 
2019-20, click here.  
 

Further Information  
Budget Documents  
Budget Speech Transcript 
Budget Overview  
Appropriation Bill (No 1) 2020-2021  
 

To stay up to date with the affairs of Coalition Governments and Oppositions around Australia, 
you can follow Barton Deakin on Twitter and LinkedIn. 

For more information on any of the elements in this Budget Brief, please contact Georga 
Nonnenmacher on 0457 662 422, John Fitzgerald on 0488 111 568, Terence Duggan 0457 679 595 
on or Nick Rigby on 0468 913 175. 

 

 

https://ministers.pmc.gov.au/payne/2020/2020-21-budget-supporting-women
https://budget.gov.au/2020-21/content/documents.htm
https://ministers.treasury.gov.au/ministers/josh-frydenberg-2018/speeches/budget-speech-2020-21
https://budget.gov.au/2020-21/content/overview.htm
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/legislation/bills/r6603_first-reps/toc_pdf/20127b01.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
https://twitter.com/bartondeakin
https://au.linkedin.com/company/barton-deakin-government-relations

